Week 17: Mark 14:1–31: Passion Week: Tuesday–Thursday
Hook
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Main Point: True disciples are those who give up the things of this world for Jesus.
Q: Think back to when you were a kid. Was there something in your house you were never allowed to touch?
Perhaps your off-limit item was the fancy porcelain in that cabinet no one ever opened, the glass figurines on the high shelf, the special plates that only came out on holidays, or Mom’s perfume.
You knew those things were valuable, fragile and set apart. And if you ever broke one … well, you might not survive the week. Now imagine taking that item – the one your parents treasured, or the one you treasure now – lifting it high in front of everyone … and intentionally smashing it.
That’s what happens in our passage today. A woman takes what was likely the most expensive thing she owned – an heirloom-level possession – and she breaks it, pours it out, and gives it all to Jesus. Because He is worth it.
RECAP: In part 1 of Mark, the story moved quickly, showing the great power and urgency of Jesus’ mission: His preparation for ministry (1:1–13), His ministry in Galilee (1:14–9:50), His journey to Jerusalem (10), and His ministry in Jerusalem (11–13). Now we have come to Passion Week, and the story slows dramatically. In this lesson, we’ll see the events of Tuesday through Thursday night – the plot to kill Jesus, His anointing at Bethany, Judas’s betrayal, the Passover dinner, and Jesus’ prediction of Peter’s denial. 
In the next three lessons, things will really slow down as Jesus walks through the events of Thursday night and Friday, the Crucifixion. This is the climax of the story, what may seem like the moment that all hope is lost. Except we know He will rise again, which is the focus of our last lesson, Resurrection Sunday and the hope and mission we find in it.

Week 17: Mark 14:1–31: Passion Week: Tuesday–Thursday
Book 
Main Point: True disciples are those who give up the things of this world for Jesus.
Mark 14:1–9 [Read] 
Talking Point 1: Jesus calls His disciples to offer ourselves as living sacrifices to Him.
Q: Why did the chief priests and scribes want to be stealthy about how they killed Jesus? 
Q: Why did Jesus commend the woman for “wasting” so much ointment on Him? 
At this point, the Jewish religious leaders had decided they needed to get rid of Jesus. But because He had had so much support from the people on Palm Sunday, they knew they had to do it secretly. During the Passover festival, large crowds would be gathered, and they might get backlash from His supporters. They also didn’t want to disrespect the sanctity of the Passover. So when Judas came to them to betray Jesus, they were excited, because as one of His followers, Judas could give them the inside scoop about where Jesus would be so they could arrest Him away from the crowds. 
This was two days before the Passover, and Jesus was in Bethany, a town about two miles outside of Jerusalem where He often visited Lazarus, Mary and Martha. He was eating at the home of Simon the Leper. The Scriptures don’t tell us Simon’s backstory, but he must have been healed by Jesus because he would not have been hosting a dinner if he were still a leper. Lepers were ritually unclean and had to live separately from the rest of society. They could only rejoin society when they had been healed and had gone through purification rituals. 
Mark doesn’t identify the woman who anointed Jesus, but John tells us it was Lazarus’s sister Mary, which would fit because she lived in Bethany and was one of His closest followers. In the Gospel of Luke, Mary sat at Jesus’ feet and listened to His teaching, which was the posture of a rabbinic disciple. Rabbis did not teach women as disciples. By allowing Mary to sit and learn instead of doing work typical women in that place and time, Jesus broke major cultural barriers (Luke 10:38–42). 
In this story, Mary poured an entire jar of expensive perfume, worth more than a year’s salary, on Jesus’ head. The jar was designed with a long tube that released only a drop at a time, so the only way to pour it all out was to break the jar.[endnoteRef:2] Mary didn’t ration any of the perfume for herself; she gave all she had to Jesus. Her offering was complete and irreversible. The perfume could never go back into that jar. This is how Paul called us to offer our lives – as living sacrifices, all we are and all we have (Romans 12:1). The jar is like a believer’s life. Broken and poured out in service to Christ, our lives become a fragrant offering, just as God described the sacrifices of the Old Testament, a sweet-smelling aroma that was pleasing to Him (Exodus 30:34–37; Leviticus 1:8–9). [2:  Clinton E. Arnold, Zondervan Illustrated Bible Backgrounds Commentary: Matthew, Mark, Luke (Zondervan, 2002). ] 

Some of those present called her offering a waste and scolded her, but Jesus called it a beautiful thing. Giving to the poor is important, of course, but this was a unique act of extravagant worship, devotion and love. Mary gave her best, her most treasured possession, to God. Just as the Old Testament sacrifices were required to be spotless, perfect and pure, this nard was pure. Authentic worship is a sacrifice; it costs us something. When David bought the land on which Solomon would later build the temple, the man tried to give it to him for free, but David said he would not offer to the Lord that which cost him nothing (2 Samuel 24:24). Mary’s offering was so meaningful because it was “wasteful,” because it was extravagant.
Jesus said it was an anointing for His burial. He had been telling the disciples He would die, so Mary may have been intentionally anointing Him. Whether she fully understood or not, this act foreshadowed how Jesus’ body would soon be broken and His blood poured out in an act of sacrificial love. In the very next section, when they celebrated the Lord’s Supper, Jesus would break the bread (His body) and pour out the wine (His blood) just as she had broken the jar and poured out the perfume. Like the perfume, Jesus’ life was infinitely costly. Like the perfume was pure nard, Jesus was the spotless lamb who was the perfect sacrifice. The jar became a symbolic preview of the Cross – love poured out, nothing held back. 
Q: How have you seen people offer extravagantly to Jesus? 
Q: What would it look like to pour out everything in service to God? What “jars” (containers, boundaries) might you have to break to pour out your life to God?
Mark 14:10–21 [Read]
Talking Point 2: Betrayal of Jesus is motivated by love of the things of this world. 
Q: What does it tell us about Jesus that He already had the Passover preparations set? 
Q: How did the disciples feel when they heard about the betrayal? 
After Mary’s anointing, Judas went to the chief priests to betray Jesus. The timing may have been coincidental, or it may have been his reaction to seeing Jesus praise such a waste of money that could have been used for other things. Judas was the one who kept the moneybag for their ministry, and in John’s recounting of the story, Judas complained about the waste of money, not because he really cared about the poor but because he would regularly steal from the ministry’s moneybag (John 12:6). Judas was clearly motivated by money. He was willing to betray Jesus for payment, though that may not have been the only reason. At this point, he was likely disillusioned because Jesus was not the conquering Messiah he had expected, and following Him had not paid off the way he had imagined it would. 
When the disciples asked Jesus where to prepare their Passover meal, He gave them some very detailed instructions, and they found things “just as He had told them.” This reassures us that Jesus knew exactly what He was doing this last week of His life. Nothing that happened to Him would be a surprise. He knew Judas would betray Him. He knew Peter would deny Him. He knew He would be crucified and most of His disciples would abandon Him. He went into the Passion Week with His eyes wide open, ready and willing to fulfill His destiny and calling to sacrifice Himself for the world.
The disciples were sorrowful when Jesus said one of them would betray Him. They began to ask Him, “Is it I?” The Greek is better translated, “Surely not I!” Except for Judas, who had already made the deal with the religious leaders, none of the disciples could believe they would ever betray Jesus. They loved Him too much. But just hours later, all but John abandoned Him out of fear of the powers-that-be. In his letters, Paul warned us we should never think we are too strong to fall, because no one is (1 Corinthians 10:12). 
Twice Jesus emphasized the intimacy of His relationship with the person who would betray Him – “one who is eating with me” (v. 18) and “one who is dipping bread into the dish with me” (v. 20). Sharing a meal in their culture was an act of deep fellowship, especially the Passover. Jesus knowingly invited the person who would betray Him to His sacred table of fellowship. He walked with Judas for three years, investing in him as He did the other disciples. He allowed Judas to carry the moneybag though He knew he was stealing from it. That very night, Jesus even washed Judas’s feet (John 13:1–5), a powerful lesson in humility, servanthood and the unconditional love and grace of God. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus had told His disciples to love their enemies because God loves His enemies; here He lived it out (Matthew 5:43–48). Jesus practiced what He preached, unlike the Pharisees (Matthew 23:3). Even after experiencing such a humbling moment, Judas still betrayed Him. It may have made Judas want to betray Jesus even more, because a Messiah who humbles Himself to the role of the lowest servant was not the kind of Messiah Judas wanted. 
Some people today also want Christianity to be something it is not and give them the things of this world. Those people seek health and wealth, power or fame instead of understanding that the call of a disciple is to pick up your cross and follow Jesus (Matthew 16:24–26), lay down your life as a sacrifice to Him (Romans 12:1–2), and humbly serve others as He did (Mark 10:45). Judas was motivated by money, power and the things of this world. He completely missed that the spiritual riches of God’s kingdom are worth more than any treasures of this world (Matthew 13:44–46). Mary and Judas are stark contrasts; he gave up Jesus for the things of this world while she gave up the things of this world for Jesus.
Q: How do people misunderstand Jesus and His kingdom today?  
Q: What “powers-that-be” try to tempt us to turn away from Jesus? How can we resist that temptation? 
[bookmark: _Hlk121329742]Mark 14:22–31 [Read] 	
Talking Point 3: True disciples proclaim the Gospel through their words and actions. 
Q: Why was Peter so convinced he would never deny Jesus? 
This section describes how Jesus redefined the bread and the wine of the Passover meal to the new covenant in His body and blood. The old covenant celebrated Israel’s deliverance from Egypt. Each of the elements of the meal (bitter herbs, matzah, egg, etc.) has a symbolic meaning. The bread reminds them that God made a way for them. It is unleavened because they fled Egypt in haste, with no time for their bread to rise. The way the matzah is prepared gives it an appearance of stripes and piercings like Jesus’ body (Isaiah 53:5). During the meal, three pieces of matzah are held together, the middle piece is broken, wrapped in a cloth and hidden, and the children look for it after the meal. This bread represents the hope for redemption in the future Messiah that the people were still waiting for. In claiming that the bread was His body, Jesus was claiming to be the Messiah. Like the matzah, His body was broken, wrapped in a cloth and hidden in a tomb for three days before rising again. 
There are four cups of wine in the Passover meal, each with its own meaning. The cup after the meal (the third cup) is the cup of redemption, symbolizing God’s redemption of Israel by the blood of the Lamb. In calling this the cup of His blood, Jesus was claiming to be the Lamb of the new covenant; His blood paid the price for our redemption from slavery to sin (1 Peter 1:18–19). It was no accident that Jesus died at Passover. His death fulfilled what Passover foreshadowed, our deliverance from sin, being spared from eternal death by the blood of Christ, God’s firstborn Son, just as the firstborn sons of Israel were spared by the blood of the lamb. Afterward, Jesus pointed them ahead to drinking together again at the wedding feast of the Lamb in the final kingdom of God (Revelation 19:6–9). The Jews looked forward to this Messianic feast “of rich food” for all peoples (Isaiah 25:6), though the Jews of Jesus’ time thought this feast would only be for themselves. In His ministry, Jesus reminded them of the “all peoples” part with a parable where many who had been invited first (the Jews) wouldn’t come, and God would go out into the streets and compel all people to come in (Luke 14:15–24). 
After the feast, they sang a hymn and went to the Mount of Olives where Jesus told them they would all fall away, even though they had all just said, “Surely not I?” to His announcement about the betrayal. Peter swore that even if everyone else fell away, he never would, but Jesus said Peter would deny Him three times. They all responded that they would never, even if they had to die with Him. In moments of peace and intimacy with Jesus, we think we have the strength to withstand any temptation, but when things get hard, especially with pressure from the world, it can be easier than we realize to deny Him … not just through words but by actions. 
When we live contrary to Christ’s teachings, we deny Him by our lifestyle. When people say something negative about Christians and we don’t speak up, or we even laugh along, we deny Him. When we compromise our moral or ethical standards to fit in or get ahead, we deny Him. When we neglect our spiritual growth, we deny Jesus’ power and presence in our lives. Paul said when we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, we proclaim His death until He comes back (1 Corinthians 11:26), which is the opposite of denying Him. These stories are juxtaposed and show us that the life of a true disciple proclaims the Gospel both through words and actions. 
Q: Give examples of how people deny Jesus by their actions. How can we keep ourselves from denying Jesus with our words and actions? 
Q: Why is it important to celebrate the Lord’s Supper? What are some other ways we can commemorate and remember Christ’s sacrifice for us? 


Week 17: Mark 14:1–31: Passion Week: Tuesday–Thursday
Took
Main Point: True disciples are those who give up the things of this world for Jesus.
“When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die.” —Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer was born in Germany in 1906 and was ordained as a Lutheran Pastor in 1931. He pastored, wrote, and even organized and headed a seminary. An outspoken critic of the regime during the rise of the Nazis, Bonhoeffer considered taking refuge in the United States. However, he was convicted that he needed to remain in the struggle. Bonhoeffer would take part in a resistance, risking his life to overthrow Hitler. He would be imprisoned and eventually executed for his efforts.[endnoteRef:3] The martyr warned against a faith that cost someone nothing – discipleship is costly. According to Bonhoeffer “Christianity without discipleship is always a Christianity without Jesus Christ.”[endnoteRef:4]  [3:  https://www.britannica.com/biography/Dietrich-Bonhoeffer]  [4:  https://thebonhoefferproject.com/weeklycolumn/bonhoeffermartyrmissionary?utm_source=chatgpt.com] 

Q: In what ways is discipleship costly?
CHALLENGES 
THINK: Reflect on the contrast between Mary’s extravagant offering and Judas’s betrayal of Jesus for money as well as Peter’s denial of Him. In what ways are you tempted by the things of this world? In what ways are you tempted to focus on physical blessings instead of spiritual blessings? What could be gained by focusing on laying down your life instead of asking God to bless you? How have you sometimes denied Jesus by your actions or even your words? How can you have a heart like Mary’s, who wanted to give everything to Jesus? What would it look like for you to pour out everything at His feet?   
PRAY for God to give you a heart like Mary’s. Ask Him to show you ways you are denying Him by your words and actions. Confess those before Him, and repent. Ask Him to show you how to live a life of complete surrender as a living sacrifice to Him. 
ACT: Pour out your treasures. This week, find a way to pour out your life before Jesus in extravagant worship and service to Him. Choose at least one thing of this world you need to give up to follow Jesus more closely. 
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