Week 14: Mark 10:1-52: Marriage, Children, Humility, Faith
Hook
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Main Point: Value what God values. 
Let’s discover what you care about more with a game of “this or that”! Teacher, present your LifeGroup with two options and ask by show of hands which they value more. 
1. Adventure or Security
2. Saving or Spending
3. Simplicity or Luxury
4. Tradition or Innovation
5. Small Talk or Deep Talk
6. Leading or Supporting
7. Sports or Shopping
8. Musicals or Action Movies
9. Outdoors or Indoors
10. Books or Video Games
Transition: In today’s passage, we will see men who valued things like wealth and power in stark contrast to what Jesus values. Today’s passage will challenge us to reflect on whether our priorities line up with God’s. 
RECAP: In our first lesson, we learned about the author, audience, genre and occasion of the Gospel of Mark. Gospels are not just stories, biographies or history books; they are proclamations of the Gospel, like sermons. Mark’s focus on Jesus’ action more than His teaching propels us to consider how we will act in response. 
In lessons 2 through 4, we saw how every part of Jesus’ ministry pointed to His kingship as the Messiah they had been waiting for, but in a different kind of kingdom than they expected – a spiritual kingdom that is upside down from the kingdoms of this world. 
In lessons 5 through 7, we saw Jesus behaving differently than the typical religious leaders of His day and flipping their social systems upside down. Some people reacted positively to Him, and others reacted negatively, especially those who didn’t want their world turned upside down, because the status quo was working in their favor. 
In lessons 8 through 10, Jesus performed three God-sized miracles that show us He is not only sent from God, He is God. Most responded negatively to Him, misunderstanding who He was and what He was trying to teach them, even His disciples. 
In lesson 11, we saw that God’s heart, and our mission, is not just for the children of Israel but the whole world. In lessons 12 and 13, we saw that the Jewish people and even the disciples didn’t know who Jesus really was or why He came. In this lesson, we’ll hear more of Jesus’ teaching and discover what He values.

Week 14: Mark 10:1-52: Marriage, Children, Humility, Faith
Book  
Main Point: Value what God values. 
Mark 10:1–16 [Read] 
Talking Point 1: God values marriage, children and family.
Q: Why did Moses allow the people of Israel to get divorced? 
Q: Why would the disciples stop people from bringing children to be blessed by Jesus? 
In the ancient Roman world, philosophers wrote “household codes” describing the relationships between the members of the household. The Greco-Roman world exercised the power of the paterfamilias, the “father of the family.” The oldest living male in a household had autocratic authority over his family. Most household codes stressed absolute submission of the wife, children and slaves. Jesus’ words about marriage and children were countercultural to the Greco-Roman world and even to the way Jews saw marriage, women and children. 
When the Pharisees asked Jesus about divorce, the text says they did this to test Him. Several topics could be tricky to ask about, ones they knew would put Jesus in a bind, such as paying taxes to Caesar. If Jesus said no to divorce, it would contradict the law of Moses, which seemed to allow for divorce (Deuteronomy 24:1–4). If He said yes to divorce, He would have to explain God’s strong words in Malachi, that divorce covers the Lord’s altar with tears, that divorce is a man doing violence to the one he should protect, and in a more literal translation, “God says that He hates divorce” (Malachi 2:13–16).[endnoteRef:2] [2:  The ESV translation of this passage is unfortunately not the most accurate translation. The Hebrew says, “For Yahweh, the God of Israel, says that he hates ‘the sending away’ [divorce] for it covers one’s garment with violence. ‘Therefore,’ says Yahweh of hosts, ‘Take heed to your spirit that you do not deal treacherously.’” The KJV, NASB, and even NLT are closer to the literal here. The ESV and NIV translate “for” as “if” (which it can mean, but only in certain grammatical cases), and the “he” in “he hates” they see as the husband, not God, and they add an “and” that isn’t there and a “his wife” that isn’t there to make it say “if a man hates and divorces his wife.” 
For a more detailed explanation of the Hebrew grammar, context, and meaning, see:
Pieter A. Verhoef, The Books of Haggai and Malachi, The New International Commentary on the Old Testament (Eerdmans, 1987). ] 

The Jewish attitude towards divorce at the time can be seen in the Talmud, a compilation of interpretations of Jewish law by thousands of rabbis and considered the primary source of Jewish theology. Although the Talmud was compiled much later, it contains the teachings of many rabbis from the same time as Jesus. The Talmud says only men could choose divorce, and a man could divorce his wife for any reason, even as small as burning his dinner; she had no choice in the matter.[endnoteRef:3] Yet it also said, “Anyone who divorces his wife, even the altar sheds tears over him,” referring to Malachi 2:13–14.[endnoteRef:4]  [3:  This changed about 1,000 years ago in Jewish culture, with the Torah scholar Rabbeinu Gershom, known as “The Light of the Diaspora.” While the man is still the one who chooses divorce, he instituted that he could not do so without his wife’s consent.]  [4:  Gittin: 90b] 

This is why it was a tricky question. Though some rabbis said a man could divorce for any reason, others found divorce grievous. Jesus answered their question with a question – What did Moses command you? Notice He said “command,” but they answered with what Moses “allowed.” Rabbis differentiated between what Scripture commanded and what it allowed as a concession. By asking this way, Jesus was forcing them to say that Moses only allowed divorce. Jesus could not be tricked. Divorce is not God’s design, and He went all the way back to the creation story to explain – when a couple marries, they are no longer two people, but one flesh. Divorce isn’t just separating two people; it’s like ripping a person in half. 
When they were alone, the disciples asked again, and Jesus said anyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery. In Matthew, Jesus gave one exception, sexual immorality (Matthew 19:9). He said the same about women, even though women couldn’t choose divorce. With this language, Jesus was giving women a value they didn’t have in the Talmud and protecting them from frivolous divorce. In their culture, a divorced woman had no way to provide for herself, which is why Malachi described it as a man covering his garment with violence. “Covering” refers to protection; a man was supposed to protect his wife, but divorce left her vulnerable.[endnoteRef:5]  [5:  Craig S. Keener, Bible Background Commentary: New Testament (Intervarsity Press, 1993). ] 

Jesus said the only reason Moses permitted divorce was because of the people’s “hardness of heart.” That’s a condemning phrase – the same one used to describe Pharaoh! It means they stubbornly refused to walk in God’s ways, even in the way they treated each other in marriage. Divorce is never God’s design or His best. Divorce, when not scriptural, leads to adultery.
From the beginning, God’s plan was one man and one woman, joined together for life. But in a fallen world, Scripture provides two exceptions for divorce: adultery and an unbelieving spouse abandoning the home or family (1 Corinthians 7:15). God allowed (not commanded) divorce in these cases, giving protection to the vulnerable when sin shatters a marriage. If divorce meets one of the exception clauses, remarriage is implied.[endnoteRef:6] If both husband and wife loved each other as God intends, there would be no need for divorce. Divorce must never be taken lightly; it is only a concession to a fallen and sinful world, never God’s ideal. [6:   https://www.oneplace.com/ministries/powerpoint/listen/marriage-and-divorce-447849.html] 

Jesus’ words about children also gave them value they didn’t have in Greco-Roman culture at the time. In the paterfamilias, children were considered property, like sheep. The patriarch could do whatever he wanted with his children, including punishing them severely, even to the point of death. But in Judaism, children were seen as the hope of the future. Parents were commanded to protect, nurture, and teach their children. But children didn’t have any social or political power, and the disciples didn’t consider them important enough to take up Jesus’ time. 
The disciples had just been arguing about who was the greatest, and Jesus had used a child to show them that, in His kingdom, the least were actually the greatest (Mark 9:35–37). Yet here they were, rebuking parents for bringing their children to be blessed by Jesus. Sometimes we need to hear a truth more than once for it to sink in, especially such a countercultural one. They still didn’t understand the upside-down nature of the kingdom of God. Jesus told them they would never enter the kingdom unless they received it like a child, that is, powerless and completely dependent. This is the Gospel. We are powerless to save ourselves. We cannot enter the kingdom on our own power or merit. We can only depend on God’s grace to enter the kingdom.
Q: If a husband and wife see themselves as one flesh instead of two separate people, how can that impact the way they relate to each other in their marriage? 
Q: What are some ways we can build strong marriages and families in the church? 
Q: How can my heart (not just my actions) be changed by Jesus' reminder of receiving the kingdom like a child?
Mark 10:17–45 [Read]
Talking Point 2: God values humility, generosity and servanthood. 
Q: Why did the rich man leave Jesus sorrowful? What does this tell us about his heart? 
In these stories, Jesus showed us again that the values of the world are wealth, power and status, but the values of the kingdom are humility, generosity and servanthood. A man ran up to Jesus and knelt before Him. For a man of great wealth, this showed tremendous respect. He called Jesus “Good Teacher” and asked what to do to inherit eternal life. Jesus responded with an ironic statement, considering He is God – Why do you call me good? No one but God is good. As human beings, we tend to think of ourselves as “good people” if we don’t do really bad things such as murder or embezzlement, or if our good deeds outweigh our bad, or if we’re a “better” person than that guy over there. But Scripture tells us that no one is good because we all fall short of the perfection of God (Romans 3:23; Psalm 14:3). Jesus said the man already knew the law, listing six of the Ten Commandments that relate to how we treat others. As a good Jew man, he had kept these things his whole life, but that still didn’t make him truly good, because only God is good. The text tells us two things Jesus did: 1) He looked at him – He saw who he really was, beyond the good exterior, and 2) He loved Him – even though he wasn’t good, as He does all of us. Jesus saw what was in his heart, the one thing that kept him from fully surrendering his life as a disciple, which was his money. 
When the rich man went away disheartened, Jesus told the disciples that without God, it is impossible for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom. This amazed them, because in Jewish thought, wealth was a sign of blessing from the Lord. Some try to explain away the camel/needle imagery in various ways, but it really means what it says.[endnoteRef:7] Jesus used a hyperbolic example to show that this is impossible without God because wealth can be a competitive “god.” You cannot serve both God and money (Matthew 6:24). Having wealth is not inherently wrong, but it can easily become a god for us because the love of money (not money itself) is the root of all kinds of evil (1 Timothy 6:10). This is true for those who have a lot as well as those who have a little. Both can center their lives on money instead of God and pursue wealth as their security, hope and identity instead of God. But with God, money takes on a whole new meaning. It is a resource to be used to serve God and others.  [7:  The most well-known argument is the idea that there was a gate in Jerusalem called “The Needle’s Eye,” and that’s what Jesus was talking about. This idea has been debunked many times. Agnieszka Zieminska, “The Origin of the ‘Needle’s Eye’ Myth: Theophylact or Anselm?” New Testament Studies (Cambridge University Press, June 2022). ] 

Along the road, on their way to Jerusalem, Jesus told them again that He would be beaten and killed but would rise again in three days. Immediately after, James and John asked to sit at His right and left in His glory. Jesus brought them back to what He had just been saying; if they wanted the glory, could they endure the suffering? They said they could, and He assured them they would. James would be the first disciple to be martyred for his faith (Acts 12), and John would endure persecution and exile to the island of Patmos (Revelation 1). 
In the previous chapter, the disciples had argued over who was the greatest, and Jesus had told them if they wanted to be the greatest in the kingdom, they would have to become the servant of all (Mark 9:35). Apparently, they didn’t learn the lesson because, here they were, doing it again. Jesus again contrasted the kingdom of God with the world. In the world, leaders lord their authority over their people. But in God’s kingdom, being a leader is about being a servant of the people, not power or authority. Jesus Himself is our model. He didn’t come to be served but to serve, even to give His life (Philippians 2:1–11). 
Q: Why can money so easily become a “god” we worship? How can we reframe our view of money to see and use it as a resource to worship God instead? 
Q: What is servant leadership? How did Jesus model it? How can you serve someone in your office, home, LifeGroup, or school this week?
[bookmark: _Hlk121329742]Mark 10:46–52 [Read] 	
Talking Point 3: God values faith and trust in Him. 
Q: Why did Bartimaeus call Jesus “Son of David”? Why is that important?  
Q: What did Jesus say had made Bartimaeus well? 
Jericho was the ancient city where the Israelites first entered the Promised Land on their journey to take the land from the Canaanites. It was the site of their first battle of the conquest, but it wasn’t a traditional battle. They marched around the city once a day for six days, then seven times on the seventh day, with the priests blowing their horns and the people shouting – and God made the walls fall down (Joshua 6). This took great faith for Joshua and the people, because this “battle plan” would have sounded pretty silly. So, it was in this place that Jesus encountered a blind man who also showed great faith. 
Bartimaeus meant “son of the unclean,” pointing to the ancient belief that people were born with disabilities such as blindness because of some sin of their parents. But Jesus taught His disciples this was faulty thinking (John 9:1–5). Sometimes sickness can come as the result of our sins but most of the time, sicknesses are just a natural result of the Fall and the brokenness of this world. When he heard that Jesus was walking by, Bartimaeus cried out to Him, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” Calling Jesus “Son of David” was a statement of faith that Jesus was the Messiah, the promised one. When Jesus called for him, Bartimaeus jumped up and ran to him, the same way the rich man had eagerly run to Jesus. But while the rich man walked away sorrowful, Bartimaeus left healed – because of his faith. 
This creates a strong contrast. The rich man had been unwilling to leave his possessions to follow Jesus. He may have believed in Jesus in his mind, but he clung to his wealth as more important, so he didn’t really put his faith in Jesus. What Jesus asked Bartimaeus also creates a contrast with the disciples. He asked him the same thing He had asked the disciples, what do you want me to do for you? James and John wanted power and status; this man wanted healing. The world called Bartimaeus “unclean,” but Jesus saw in him a pure heart. When Jesus restored his sight, the text says, Bartimaeus immediately followed Jesus on the way. This means more than just that he was physically healed. As opposed to the rich man who walked away from Jesus, Bartimaeus followed Jesus. This is faith, not just believing in Jesus as the Messiah and our Lord and Savior but actually putting our faith in Him and following. 
These stories show us again how God’s kingdom is upside down from the world. Instead of hoarding wealth for ourselves, Jesus calls us to give it away. Instead of pursuing power, Jesus calls us to sacrifice and suffering. The calling is hard, but the eternal reward is great. He promised that in the end, the last shall be first. We shall receive the greatest inheritance we can ever imagine. It will be worth it in the end. And life in the here-and-now will be even better because it will be a life of service, generosity and sacrificial love, not power-hungry greed that only leads to emptiness.
Q: Who comes to mind when you think of people with great faith, not just intellectual belief but putting faith in Jesus and following Him through life? How do their lives look differently? 
Q: How is coming to faith in Jesus like having our eyes opened? What difference does it make when we “look up” to the things of God instead of to the things of the world? 


Week 14: Mark 10:1-52: Marriage, Children, Humility, Faith
Took
Main Point: Value what God values. 
Loving your spouse sacrificially, choosing integrity over financial gain, and embracing humility instead of seeking honor are not easy tasks. In fact, in our own strength, they are impossible. On our own, we do not naturally desire God’s way, nor can we faithfully live it out. But the good news is that God never asks us to do this in our own power.
Scripture assures us:
 For it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. —Philippians 2:13
Maybe this season has been stressful, and you’ve noticed your values drifting from God’s values. This week, choose one area to surrender to Him – whether in marriage, in the way you treat children, in walking with humility, or in living by faith. Ask the Lord to supply both the desire and the strength to value what He values, and then trust His Spirit to work it out in your life.
CHALLENGES 
THINK: How does my life reflect the values of God’s kingdom instead of the values of the world? How is my marriage different from those of the world? How is the way I treat my children different from the world? How is the way I handle my money different from the world? How is the way I handle power, status and leadership different from the world’s? How does my life look like Jesus and His ways?  
PRAY for God to give you a supernatural understanding of how to live like Jesus in this day and time, in our world. Ask Him for His wisdom, the wisdom from above, to know how to love your spouse, your children, and the rest of your family the way He designed. Ask Him for His wisdom in using your money and other resources to honor Him. Ask Him for His wisdom in living as a servant in His kingdom. 
ACT: Give It away. Choose at least one thing in your life that you’ve been holding onto, something that is getting in the way of your submitting everything in your life completely to the Lord. It may be a physical thing such as money or another resource, or it may be your time, a relationship or a habit – something you cling to for yourself instead of offering it to Jesus to be used for His kingdom. Then give it away or give it up.
This may feel abstract, so here is an example related to time. Maybe you think you don’t have time to read your Bible, but when you really think about it, you might have time that you’re currently devoting to social media or TV that you can give up. This is clinging to something you might need to let go of in order to follow Jesus more fully, just as the rich man was clinging to wealth he needed to let go of in order to follow Jesus. 
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