
The Lesson Plan – Mark Launch 
Episode Notes 

 
Q: Talk to us about the genre of Scripture that Mark falls into. 
 
The Gospel of Mark is a HISTORICAL NARRATIVE WITH THEOLOGICAL PURPOSE – or what 
we know as a Gospel. 
 
The Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) are not bare historical chronicles or neutral 
biographies of Jesus’ life. These are Spirit-Inspired, Theologically-Shaped accounts of the 
life, ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus, written to bring their readers to faith and 
discipleship. 
 
John MacArthur notes: “The Gospels record history accurately, but with the deliberate aim 
of revealing who Jesus is and calling readers to believe in Him.” 
 
Mark also reflects a fast-paced, action-oriented narrative about Jesus’ ministry. 
 
R. Kent Hughes observes: “Mark’s gospel is not a cold, objective biography but a burning 
proclamation designed to produce disciples.” 
 
David Garland emphasizes that Mark focuses disproportionately on the Passion Week, 
showing that the cross is central to Jesus’ mission. 
 
KEY FEATURES: 

- Historical Grounding – real people, real places, verifiable events 
- Narrative Style – stories and actions dominate rather than extended teachings 

o Mark focuses much more on what Jesus did than on what He said. 
- Christological Focus – reveals Jesus as the suffering Son of God 
- Discipleship Emphasis – calls readers to follow Christ even through suffering 
- Urgency – the frequent use of euthus (“immediately”) shows Mark’s intent to drive 

readers toward a decision 
o It’s the shortest Gospel, written in a simple, vivid, fast-paced style 

- Passion Emphasis - It devotes about 40% of the narrative to the final week of Jesus’ 
life 

 
Q: Who was this Gospel written to? Why was it written? When was it written? 
 

- WHO 
o Primarily a Greco-Roman (Gentile) Audience – probably the church in Rome 

▪ Mark explains Jewish Customs (7:3-4) 
▪ He translates Aramaic terms for readers (3:17; 5:41; 15:34) 
▪ He uses Latin words (centurion, praetorium, denarius) 



▪ He emphasizes Jesus’ actions more than words – fitting a Roman 
audience that valued power, action, and authority 

▪ Mark wrote down what Peter preached  
- WHY 

o Evangelistic and Discipleship Reasons – to bring people to faith and call them 
to follow Christ faithfully 

o The audience was also experiencing suffering and persecution under Nero 
(mid-60s AD). 

o Mark shows Jesus as the suffering servant – encouraging readers to follow 
Him even when there are costs 

o David Garland: “Mark reminds suffering believers that following Jesus is 
worth it—for He suffered first, and He reigns now.” 

- WHEN 
o Most conservative scholars date mid-50s to early 60s 
o Just before or shortly after Nero’s persecution of Christians (AD 64) 
o It seems to precede the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70 

 
Q: How would you compare Mark to the other Gospels? 

• Mark vs. Matthew 
o Mark is shorter and more concise; Matthew is longer and more teaching-

focused. 
o Matthew emphasizes Jesus as the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy and 

King of the Jews; Mark emphasizes Jesus as the suffering Servant and Son of 
God. 

o Matthew targets primarily Jewish believers; Mark targets Gentile (Roman) 
believers. 

• Mark vs. Luke 
o Mark’s style is fast-paced and action-oriented (“immediately” appears 

frequently); Luke is more polished, orderly, and detailed. 
o Luke includes more historical and cultural details, parables, and teachings; 

Mark focuses on Jesus’ miracles and suffering. 
o Luke writes for a broad Gentile audience; Mark is more focused on Roman 

Christians. 
• Mark vs. John 

o Mark is narrative-driven, emphasizing Jesus’ actions and suffering; John is 
more theological and reflective, emphasizing Jesus’ identity as the eternal 
Word. 

o Mark focuses on the kingdom and discipleship through suffering; John 
highlights eternal life and belief in Jesus. 

o John contains long theological discourses, which Mark mostly lacks. 

 



Follow-up: When someone comes to faith in Christ, I usually recommend that they 
start their Bible reading in the Gospel of John. In what circumstances would you 
recommend the Gospel of Mark? 

• For new believers who need a fast, straightforward introduction to Jesus’ life and 
mission. Mark’s straightforward, action-driven narrative is easy to follow and vividly 
showcases Jesus’ authority and power. 

• When emphasizing discipleship and following Jesus in trials. Mark highlights Jesus 
as the Suffering Servant and models faithful obedience amid opposition — great for 
believers facing hardship or persecution. 

• For those who connect more with stories and action than long theological 
discourse. Mark’s vivid miracles, parables, and immediacy help engage readers 
who prefer a narrative over heavy teaching sections. 

• When preparing believers for a deeper study of the kingdom and the cross. Mark 
sets the foundation for understanding Jesus’ messianic role, suffering, death, and 
resurrection — a solid base before moving to John’s theological depth. 

• For small groups or discipleship settings focused on practical following. Mark’s 
emphasis on “immediately,” service, faith, and courage makes it ideal for 
discussion and application. 

Follow Up: We’ve already taught through Matthew and John in Adult LifeGroups. Is 
your approach to teaching through Mark distinct from how you would teach any of the 
other Gospels? Do you have any tips that are unique to teaching Mark? 

Unique Tips for Teaching the Gospel of Mark 

• Emphasize the fast-paced, urgent style 
Mark uses “immediately” (Greek euthus) over 40 times to drive the narrative 
forward. Highlight how this creates a sense of urgency in responding to Jesus — a 
good teaching point on Christian obedience and discipleship. 

• Focus on the theme of Jesus as the Suffering Servant 
Unlike Matthew’s kingly emphasis or John’s theological depth, Mark vividly portrays 
Jesus’ suffering, rejection, and servant leadership. Stress how this challenges 
believers to follow Jesus even in hardship. 

• Highlight the secrecy motif (the Messianic Secret) 
Mark often shows Jesus telling people to keep His identity quiet (e.g., Mark 1:34, 
8:30). Use this to explore why Jesus’ full identity and mission unfold gradually, and 
how that shapes discipleship and understanding. 

• Use Mark’s vivid miracle stories and action scenes 
Mark’s narratives are highly visual and dramatic—great for engaging learners and 
illustrating Jesus’ power and compassion practically. 

• Draw attention to the flawed disciples 
Mark is honest about the disciples’ misunderstandings and failures (e.g., Mark 
8:14–21; 9:32). This honesty is pastoral and relatable, teaching grace and 
perseverance in the process of growth. 



• Connect Mark’s ending (the resurrection appearances and commissioning) 
Mark’s original ending (Mark 16:8) is abrupt and invites readers into ongoing faith 
and witness. Help learners wrestle with the invitation to respond personally. 

• Contrast Mark’s Gospel with Matthew and John 
After teaching Matthew’s fulfillment of prophecy and John’s theological depth, 
show how Mark offers a raw, real portrait of Jesus’ ministry and suffering that 
complements and enriches understanding. 

Q: Mark wasn’t one of the 12 disciples. What qualified him to write a Gospel? 

• Close association with the apostles, especially Peter 
Mark (also called John Mark) was a close companion and interpreter of the apostle 
Peter. Early church tradition—strongly affirmed by church fathers like Papias (cited 
by Eusebius)—teaches that Mark’s Gospel records Peter’s eyewitness testimony. 

o Irenaeus wrote (AD 2nd c.): Mark wrote “what Peter preached.” 
o Papias (AD 2nd c.) said Mark was “Peter’s interpreter.” 
o This gives Mark a direct apostolic connection and authority. 

• Accompanied Paul and Barnabas on missionary journeys 
Mark traveled with Paul and Barnabas (Acts 12:12, 25; 13:5, 13), giving him firsthand 
exposure to the early church’s work and teaching. 
His involvement in these apostolic ministries shows he was a trusted and mature 
Christian leader. 

• The Holy Spirit’s inspiration and church recognition 
As with all Scripture, Mark’s Gospel is inspired by the Holy Spirit (2 Timothy 3:16). 
The early church recognized and accepted Mark’s Gospel as authoritative Scripture. 
Canonization was not about the writer being an apostle, but about the Spirit’s 
inspiration and apostolic connection. 

• Eyewitness access and careful compilation 
Mark likely had access to eyewitnesses beyond Peter and was careful to compile an 
accurate account, as Luke did. 
His Gospel reflects detailed knowledge of Jewish customs, geography, and Jesus’ 
ministry. 

Q: What do we know about Mark as a person? 

Also called John Mark 
The same person is referred to as John and Mark in the New Testament (Acts 12:12, 25; 
13:5, 13). Mark was a common Jewish name. 

A close associate of key apostles 

• He traveled with Paul and Barnabas on their first missionary journey (Acts 13:5, 
13). 

• He later became closely connected with Peter and is traditionally thought to have 
written his Gospel based on Peter’s preaching (1 Peter 5:13 refers to “Mark, my 
son,” likely Peter’s affectionate term). 



From a Christian family 
Acts 12:12 mentions that his mother, Mary, had a home in Jerusalem that was a meeting 
place for believers—indicating that Mark grew up in a Christian environment. 

Experienced early ministry challenges 

• Mark left Paul and Barnabas during their first mission trip (Acts 13:13), which 
caused a sharp disagreement between Paul and Barnabas later (Acts 15:36–40). 

• Despite this, Mark was later reconciled and highly recommended by both Paul and 
Peter (Colossians 4:10; 2 Timothy 4:11; Philemon 24). 

Likely young during the early church era 
Mark’s close relationship with the apostles and his role as a companion suggest he was 
younger and perhaps a bit of a learner or helper in the early church. 

Recognized as a faithful servant and church leader 
Early church fathers, like Papias, Irenaeus, and Clement of Alexandria, affirm Mark’s 
faithful role as a servant to Peter and as a Gospel writer. 

Q: Of the synoptic Gospels, Mark stands alone in how it’s structured. Could you talk 
to us about the organization of Mark?     
 
Mark’s structure reflects a wonderfully linear, action-driven narrative that fits his fast-
paced style and urgent message. I would say “relentless momentum” characterizes the 
structure. 
 

o Intro and Preparation (1:1-13) 
o The Galilean Ministry: Jesus’ Authority Revealed (1:14-8:26) 
o The Journey to Jerusalem and Passion Predictions (8:27- 10:52) 

▪ This follows Peter’s Confession 
o The Jerusalem Ministry and Passion Week (11:1-15:47) 

▪ Triumphal Entry, Temple Cleansing, Teaching in Jerusalem 
▪ Increasing Hostility 
▪ The Last Supper, Arrest, Trials, Crucifixion, and Burial 
▪ 40% of the Gospel is here! 

o The Resurrection and Commission (16:1-20) 
 

- NO TEACHING DETOURS – the story keeps moving 
- THE PLOT BUILDS – fast-paced and clear 
- Linear and chronological 

 
  



Q: Mark has a “Kingdom” focus – his emphasis on the kingdom of God reminds me of 
our study in Matthew. Could you talk about Mark’s perspective on the kingdom?  
 

The Kingdom Announced 

• Mark opens Jesus’ public ministry with a crystal-clear kingdom declaration: 

“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent and believe the 
good news!” (Mark 1:15, CSB) 

• This sets the agenda for the entire Gospel: the kingdom of God is now breaking into 
history in the person and work of Jesus. 

The Kingdom Displayed 

• Throughout Mark, Jesus demonstrates kingdom authority by healing the sick, 
casting out demons, forgiving sins, calming storms — all signs of the King’s reign 
breaking into a fallen world (cf. Mark 4–5). 

• Every miracle is a preview of the full restoration the kingdom promises. 

The Kingdom Explained 

• Mark records Jesus’ teaching kingdom parables (Mark 4:1–34), showing that the 
kingdom begins small (like a mustard seed or sower’s seed) but grows powerfully 
and inevitably. 

• The kingdom is present in a hidden way now, but will be fully revealed at the end. 

The Kingdom and the Cross 

• Mark uniquely ties the kingdom to Jesus’ suffering: the King establishes His kingdom 
through the cross (Mark 10:45, “the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many”). 

• At the cross, Jesus is ironically crowned and declared “King of the Jews” (Mark 
15:26). 

The Kingdom’s Urgency 

• Mark’s fast pace and constant use of “immediately” (euthus) reinforce that the 
kingdom demands a response now — repent and believe. 

Q: What’s unique about Mark’s Gospel? 
 

1. Shortest – only 16 chapters – and vivid 
▪ Mark alone notes that Jesus was asleep on a cushion (Mark 4:38) and 

that the grass was green as the feeding of the 500 (Mark 6:39) 
2. Most emphasis on Jesus’ emotions and humanity 



▪ Highlights the full humanity of Christ in a way the others don’t often 
detail 

3. Honesty about the Disciples’ failures 
▪ Less flattering and more realistic than Matthew and Luke 
▪ They often misunderstand, argue, or even abandon Jesus 

▪ This emphasizes the cost of discipleship and the grace needed 
for it 

4. Focus on secrecy and gradual revelation (“Messianic Secret”) 
▪ Jesus often commands demons, healed individuals, and even His 

disciples not to tell others who He is. 
▪ This shows Jesus controlling the timing of His revelation as Messiah, 

focusing on the cross rather than political expectations 
5. An Abrupt Ending 

▪ Mark’s Gospel ends abruptly at Mark 16:8, with the women fleeing the 
tomb in fear and astonishment. 

▪ This dramatic ending challenges the readers to respond to the risen 
Christ personally—some call this Mark’s “unfinished story” that 
continues in us…  

6. More Miracles Proportionally than the Others 
▪ Mark records 18 miracles 
▪ Only 40% of Mark is Jesus’ teaching (compared to 60% in Matthew) 

 
Q: Are there any challenging passages that you would give us a “heads-up” on?  
 

1. The Unforgivable Sin — Blasphemy Against the Holy Spirit (Mark 3:28–30) 

• Jesus warns that blaspheming the Holy Spirit is an eternal sin. 
• Teachers should clarify that this is attributing the obvious work of the Holy Spirit 

through Jesus to Satan (a settled, willful rejection of the Spirit’s testimony about 
Christ). 

• Comfort students that this isn’t something a repentant believer can “accidentally” 
commit. 

2. Parables and Outsiders (Mark 4:10–12) 

• Jesus says He teaches in parables so “that they may indeed see but not perceive.” 
• Some struggle here with the idea of Jesus intentionally concealing truth. 
• Explain this as judicial hardening: those who reject light are confirmed in their 

blindness as part of God’s judgment — but those who seek will find. 

3. Jesus’ Family and His Identity (Mark 3:21, 31–35) 

• His family says He’s “out of His mind” and later stands outside asking for Him. 
• This can puzzle readers — but it highlights the cost of discipleship and how spiritual 

family takes precedence over even blood ties. 



4. Jesus’ Knowledge — Fig Tree and the End Times (Mark 11:12–14, 13:32) 

• Jesus curses a fig tree for not having fruit, though it’s not the season. 
→ This is a prophetic symbol of Israel’s fruitlessness, not petulance. 

• In 13:32 Jesus says even the Son does not know the day of His return. 
→ Explain this as His voluntary limitation of knowledge during His incarnation, not a 
denial of His divine omniscience. 

5. The Young Man Who Fled Naked (Mark 14:51–52) 

• A strange, unique detail — many speculate this is Mark himself. 
• Nothing doctrinally at stake here, but good to acknowledge it’s an eyewitness detail 

showing the fear and failure of the disciples. 

6. The Ending of Mark (Mark 16:9–20) 

• Most conservative scholars note that verses 9–20 are not in the earliest 
manuscripts, but were likely added later. 

• The resurrection account is secure in the other Gospels; nothing in 16:9–20 
contradicts Scripture, but it shouldn’t be the sole basis for doctrine. 

• Teachers should explain this with confidence and clarity, affirming the reliability of 
God’s Word. 


