


-Division in our modern Bible but originally one work – one unified story.

-Samuel is not an isolated story either, it is part of a broader story from Genesis to Kings, 
and ultimately Genesis through Revelation.

-Historical context: to understand the story to Samuel, we need to understand the 
greater historical context. 



-“Context is king” when it comes to studying and interpreting the Bible. 
If we don’t understand the context, where we find ourselves in the scripture, we can 
find ourselves misinterpreting and mishandling His word.

-Scripture was written using words…and words are part of sentences, sentences are 
part of paragraphs, paragraphs are part of pericopes, pericopes are part of chapters, 
chapters are part of books, and the 66 books are divided into OT/NT- but ultimately 
all 66 books tell one big story!

-With us finding ourselves in 1 & 2 Samuel over the next LifeGroup calendar year – Dr. 
Snyder and the entire adult ministry thought it very important that while focusing on 
the life of David – we spend some focused time on what has taken place leading up to 
Samuel in the scripture.

-Now because we have a lot to cover, I’m going to do this in 7 sentences.
The commentary you will receive today (show the commentary) was massively 
helpful to me in doing this. 
And goes into more detail so you can study it more in depth on your own.



-God’s creation of the world (Gen 1-2)



-Humanity’s fall into sin (Gen 3-4)



-God’s purification of the world from its wickedness (Gen 6-9)



-God’s plan for healing the world through Abraham’s family, Israel (Gen 12-end)



-God’s calling of Israel to be a light to the nations in the land of Canaan, with their 
responsibilities (Exodus-Deuteronomy)



-Israel’s entrance into the land and general problem with sin (Joshua-Judges)



-Israel’s transition from tribal confederacy to a nation under the Davidic king (1-2 
Samuel)

1 & 2 Samuel
-Covers the transition between the tribes of Israel being ruled by Judges to the unified 
Kingdom being ruled by David in Jerusalem

-The book of Samuel is highly reliant on the context from Judges, as we find our setting 
created by the fallout of the sinful decline of Israel during the period of the Judges.

-Judges has a cyclical pattern that repeats 13 times of Israel constantly turning away 
from God, then experiencing the natural consequences of their unfaithfulness to God, 
followed by their crying out to God to fix their circumstances, and finally God delivers 
them through a leader called a judge. 

-Chaotic time to say the least. 

-Judges shows the spiritual and military decline of Israel, as “everyone did what was 
right in their own eyes”.

-Samuel begins when Israel is at their “rock bottom”



Main Characters:
-Hannah – mother of Samuel (1 Sam 1-2)
-Samuel – key leader, prophet, priest, and judge (1 Samuel 1-7)
-King Saul – 1st king of Israel (1 Samuel 8-31), his rise and fall
-King David (1 Samuel 16 – 2 Samuel), his rise and failure that leads to downfall of 
his family and kingdom
-Now during the Fall, our lessons will come exclusively out of 1 Samuel – specifically 
starting in 1 Samuel 8…

-Back to the emphasis of context in the beginning, it is important to have a general 
idea of what happened leading up to Saul appointed in 1 Samuel 9 so here is a brief 
overview of the first 7 chapters…



-Story of Hannah and Samuel’s birth, 1 Samuel 1:27-28 “I asked the Lord to give me 
this boy, and He has granted my request. Now I am giving him to the Lord, and he 
will belong to the Lord his whole life.” 
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-Hannah’s prayer in 1 Samuel 2, introduces us to several themes of the book as a 
whole – we see these themes play out through both events and specific people

-Pride vs. humility

-God’ sovereignty – despite human evil, God is working out His plan

-God will raise up an appointed King – the Messiah – for His people



-1 Samuel 3-7, Samuel’s rise as a great leader of the people and prophet



-The rise of the Philistine’s as enemies of Israel

- Interesting because they should not still be around, Israel did not finish their job 
in driving out all the inhabitants as instructed to do, Joshua 13).

-Consequences to our disobedience 



-In Ch.4 Israel is at war with the Philistines and a battle takes place that is significant 
in a few ways…

-Israel does not pray or seek God before acting

-They arrogantly assume that if they carry the Ark of the Covenant with them into 
battle, they will win

-As a result, because of their pride and arrogance, God allows Israel to be defeated 
and the Ark is captured by the Philistines

-Philistine’s take the Ark and place it in the temple of their god Dagon (Daygon), next 
to an idol of Dagon (Daygon)

-God sends a message by breaking the idol into pieces and proceeds to send a 
plague on the Philistines…in other words, He defeats them on His own without help 
from Israel.

-Due to all of this, the people of Philistia don’t want the Ark anymore and send it 
back

-After this, through Samuel’s leadership, Israel turns to God, becomes victorious 
over the Philistine’s, and Samuel continues to lead the people of Israel as a judge 
and prophet

-But this is when things start to shift again…

-As Samuel grows older, he appoints his sons as judges over the people…and we 
learn that they were not like Samuel – they were not good judges and that’s when 
our curriculum picks up the story

-1 Samuel 8 

-This chapter transitions us to the monarchy in Israel 



by God…this was the ideal…Israel was to be led and ruled by YAHWEH. 

He was their king, and His desire was the people obey and follow Him.

-But God in His sovereignty, and due to humanity’s sinfulness, He knew one day in the 
Promised Land the people would ask for a king to rule over them



-Turn to Deuteronomy 17:14-20

-Here, God gave His people instructions for choosing the right person to be king.

-It was not explicitly wrong for Israel to want a king, although God did not encourage 
it…with an earthly king, it would be easy for them to forget that God was their 
leader. 

-So, if they insisted on having a king, God wanted them to have some guidelines in 
their selection process…to ensure they selected the right kind of person, for their 
benefit. 

-The king was supposed to be a man of God’s word…to respect God, to be humble 
and place others needs above their own, to not forget God – which is easy when 
prosperity comes, a king whose life was centered on God

-And as we will see, Israel did not heed God’s wisdom… AND the WHY behind their 
desire for a king was the real problem. 



-Turn 1 Samuel 8 - “We want a king to be like the other nations.” Incorrect motive. 
Wrong heart behind the request.

-Yes, it was true that Samuel’s sons were not fit to lead, it was also true that the 
tribes of Israel struggled to work together and they desired unification both as a 
nation but also as a military, but ultimately their heart was in the wrong place…they 
wanted to be like the surrounding nations – the opposite of what God desired his 
people to be like. 

-This request revealed several things that made up the heart of the issue:

-Israel was called to be separate among the nations, holy, and unique. 
-God was to be their leader and king.

-Instead of obeying His covenant laws, the people wanted an earthly king, with 
earthly laws, and be ruled by human strength and human military might

-Samuel is displeased with the request and took the request to God

-God told him to let them have their king, give the people what they want for they 
were not rejecting him (Samuel) but God Himself.



-We are then introduced to Saul in 1 Samuel 9

-Ultimately, here is what we learn about Saul (1 Samuel 9-31)

-His 42-year reign begins with promise but ends in ruin

-Saul’s life in one sense represents the unwillingness of God’s people to fully trust 
His covenantal plan for their future. That is not to say that Saul NEVER obeys God or 
leads the people well…

-But Saul’s attitude and posture of heart leads to perpetual missteps in his life and 
leadership, often circumventing God’s plan and design for faithfulness to follow his 
own path 

-Saul’s life and leadership is an echo of how the people of God simply forgot to serve 
the Lord and honor Him in all their ways. Saul lives and leads, ultimately, from a 
prideful and disobedient spirit.

-The scriptures introduce Saul as a tall and extremely handsome man (most 
handsome in Israel) – in other words from an outside perspective, he looked the 
part of a king…but as we just discussed, looks can be deceiving

-While Saul looks the part, he has significant character flaws that we see play out in 
a variety of ways throughout the narrative

-Dishonesty, jealousy, lack of integrity, deceitfulness, pride, arrogance, indifference 
to the things of God, disobedience, impulsiveness, lack conviction and an ability to 
stand on principle “like a leaf blown by the wind” 

-It is these unrepentant (emphasis) character flaws that lead to his failure and 
demise. (David has his issues too, let’s not forget that…we will talk more about that 



in a little bit)

-1 Samuel 13 & 15 key passages (Turn there…Read the scripture)

1 Samuel 13:
-Saul offer a sacrifice outside God’s laws and specific instructions, no priest present, 
Samuel was not there

-We see Saul taking matters into his own hands and disobeying God

-(Just a means to an end) We see that the means to the end matters just as much as 
the end itself 

-We see Saul’s lack of faith in God, his impatience, his excuse making and justifying of 
disobedient actions – you can’t justify disobedience 

1 Samuel 15:
-Command was utter destruction, lots of reasons for that…pagan influence, idol 
worship, etc. 

-That is not what happened, Saul and his men did not do what God commanded 

-God desires a heart of obedience, when we know what God desires, we do it-
regardless of perceived consequences 

-When we don’t, that is called selective obedience 

-This was an opportunity for Saul to display obedience, but Saul disobeyed and even 
lied about it and excuses his sin

-“Stealing money to put it in the offering plate.” Foolish 

-God was sorry he made Saul king – not that He made a mistake but that he was 
sorrowful, He was grieved, and God changes the way He related to Saul  
Saul is ultimately rebuked and rejected by God in 1 Samuel 15:24 because he, “feared 
the people and obeyed their voice” instead of trusting God.

-And throughout the rest of 1 Samuel we see Saul’s descent into madness finally his 
demise at the end of the book 

-Israel was warned that it would only benefit from a king whose heart was humble 
and faithful to God. Without a king with the appropriate heart posture, the people 



would suffer and come to ruin 

- But even while Saul’s failures continued, God remains faithful to His people and 
continues to work behind the scenes to raise up a new king for Israel.



-This is when we are introduced and immediately taken to anointing of David the 
little shepherd boy, in 1 Samuel 16. The least likely candidate from a worldly 
perspective. 

-Now,  as we introduce David, it’s important to remember that neither of these men 
should be seen as ultimate heroes in this narrative, nor should we elevate David’s 
life unnecessarily to a place the text doesn’t take us. David is NOT perfect…in that 
regard, he and Saul have something in common! But David is introduced to us 
through the lens of what God is most interested in…our hearts (1 Samuel 16:7). It’s 
the heart of faith that God is most interested in for the kings of the OT and for you 
and me today. 

-As we are introduced to David 1 Samuel 16 taken  to the home of Jesse.

-We are introduced to a series of potential candidates to be Israel’s king. All of them 
fit the same profile that Saul did…physical appearance, charisma, favor with people. 

-But none of those qualities were or are prerequisites for God. God was looking 
beyond the external to the internal. It’s in this moment that we begin to see the 
most redeeming quality of David’s life, one that will be the centerpiece to his story 
in the chapters to come – he was a man after God’s own heart. 

-This aspect of David’s character and love for God echoes throughout the scripture, 
all the way to a sermon Paul preaches in Acts 13! 

-Again, as we will see as we move through the curriculum, David’s life is far from 
perfect. 

-But what his life and leadership do point to, even in his most disobedient moments, 
is not reactive regret at what he might lose (his power, his influence, his position) 
but a real heart of repentance for his sin (we see this in the Psalms. 



-David’s life represents, in one sense, what God was wanting in his people, a heart of 
faith. Trusting God into the land, to conquer it, to be fruitful in it, required faith and 
then obedience. Cleansing the land of pagan people and idols that would certainly 
contaminate the holiness of God’s people in future generations required faith and 
obedience. 

-In the earliest introduction of David as a leader and warrior, specifically 1 Samuel 17, 
we see this simple, straightforward response of faith from David. As Goliath shamed 
the Israelites and mocked the God of Israel, David confronted him by faith so that “all 
the earth may know that there is a God in Israel” (1 Samuel 17:46).

-This was, in many ways, the whole point of God leading the people into the land of 
promise. To show His authority, sovereignty and goodness as the one, true God. His 
invitation to the people was to trust Him by faith, not lean on their own strength and 
understanding. 

-As we will see, David does not always live or lead with this kind of faith and, 
ultimately as we will see in a moment, even a man after God’s own heart like David 
still could not ultimately provide the salvation that both he and the people would 
need to bring redemption for their sins. But David would tell us in Psalm 22 that one 
day, such a savior would come. He believed God and his heart was full of faith. 

-David’s rise shows us that the plan of God must be trusted, that the preferences of 
people’s sinful hearts can never serve as the plumbline for obeying God and, finally, 
that a Savior is necessary to bring us into right relationship with God.  
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Like Tim mentioned, we see the story of David pointing to Jesus by way 
of the Davidic Covenant. One day the Messiah, would come from 
David’s line. 

We also see the text point to the coming Savior through the offices of 
leadership that 1 and 2 Samuel highlight. Those offices are priest, judge, 
prophet and king. 

We will see that the shortcomings of these leaders will leave the people 
looking for more. 



The priests job was to mediate between God and man (in the Old 
Testament this is through the sacrificial system), teach the people and 
lead them in righteousness. 

Eli and his sons are examples of priests in our story. We see massive 
failures from these leaders. 

Eli and his household did not mediate between God and Israel faithfully. 

Eli’s sons took meat that was intended for sacrifice. Essentially, they stole 
from God . 

They also slept with women who were serving at the tent of meeting. It 
was a blatant display of rebellion on the property of the tabernacle (1 
Samuel 2:22-25). 



There were two types of Judges in the Old Testament. 

The first was an appointed official who was to operate without 
partiality or corruption to settle disputes among God's people. 
Samuel’s sons filled this role. 

The other type of judge is what we see in the book of judges. 

This kind of judge was a charismatic leader anointed and appointed 
by God to settle disputes, lead all of God's people, and deliver God’s 
people from oppressors. Samuel is an example. 

Samuel’s sons fell way short of their roles. 

1 Samuel 8:3 tells us: Yet his sons (Samuel’s sons) did not walk in his 
ways but turned aside after gain. They took bribes and perverted 
justice.

These two guys were such corrupt leaders that the people of Israel 
cited their poor leadership as to why they needed a king.  



The profit was to be a spokesperson for God who declares God’s ways 
and words.

Samuel (and later Nathan) are the prophets that we think of in the life 
of David. 

And as faithful as Samuel was, he chose to pass the torch to corrupt 
children. This demonstrates perhaps a lack of discernment or 
responsibility in his oversight of his sons. 

Further, Samuel’s ministry is a reminder that all leaders have a shelf-
life. As great as Samuel might have been, he would pass away and his 
sons were his legacy. 



As Tim described for us from Deuteronomy 8, the king was to be 
dependent on the Lord, he was to be a student and doer of the 
Word. 

Our examples are Saul and David. These two guys have a laundry list 
of character flaws. 

Saul disobeyed the Lord; Sought out a medium; Murdered; Lied; 
Demonstrated jealousy and hate

David: Murdered; Lied; Committed adultery 

As much as these guys tried to successfully execute these 
leadership roles, they came up short. 

The failures of Israel’s leaders in 1-2 Samuel show that the people 
had to continue their search for the true leader: the true priest, 
judge, profit and king

Jesus is that long-sought-after figure. 



When God rejected Eli’s household, he said this in 1 Samuel 2:35: 

“And I will raise up for myself a faithful priest, who shall do according to 
what is in my heart and in my mind. And I will build him a sure house, 
and he shall go in and out before my anointed forever.”

Like many prophecies, this one had a short term and long term
fulfillment. 

In the short-term, this was Samuel but ultimately the Scripture shows 
that the priest is Jesus (Hebrews 8). 

Jesus is a priest in the order of Melchizedek, eternal and superior to the 
Levitical order (Hebrews 7 & 8). Jesus, then, is able to mediate eternally 
on behalf of those who come to Him to be reconciled to God.

Jesus is the High Priest of the New Covenant. 

In what ways is Jesus the best Priest
He sacrificed himself once for all, there is no need for additional 
sacrifices
He is an eternal priest, never growing old and passing the torch to 
another generation
He is merciful and faithful unlike the sons of Eli
He is sympathetic, a high priest who sympathizes with our 
weaknesses. 
He is without sin. 



Jesus is the one who judges and leads His people. 

Acts 17 reminds us that Jesus will judge everyone. 

John 8:15-16 tells us that Jesus is a fair judge who enacts justice 
according to his wisdom and righteousness. 

In John 5:30, Jesus tells us “I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I 
judge, and my judgment is just, because I seek not my own will but 
the will of him who sent me.”

Jesus has no agenda other than doing the will of the father. 



Jesus is the ultimate prophet because John 1:1 tells us HE IS the very 
word of God Himself. 



Jesus is the promised Messiah, the one that Israel had been looking 
for!

He is the king who would do the work of salvation

He is king of kings, his reign over all things, absolute. 

And unlike earthly kings, King Jesus is perfectly obedient to the will 
of the father. 

We point to Jesus in the story of David as he is the leader that 
people have been looking for. 



A Question will naturally come up as we walk through this study is 
“how can David be characterized as a man after God’s own heart?” 



First, the Lord identifies David as such in Acts 13:22. 

Additionally, though David sinned greatly and made many mistakes, 
he never worshipped other gods, and he led the nation to following 
Yahweh alone.

His heart’s desire was to follow God and do His will.

In fact, David’s reign became the standard by which all future kings 
were judged, based on whether they worshipped God alone or 
allowed idolatry in Israel.

We’re going to get a view of David’s heart and mind as we study 
some of the Pslams that he wrote during particular events in his life. 
But for now, lets take a look at one example in which we see David 
exemplify a man after God’s own heart. 



In 2 Samuel 6, David has made Jerusalem the capital of Israel, the seat 
of political power. But he's not satisfied. 

He wants Jerusalem to also be the center of worship of the country as 
well. 

He wants his authority to be under that of God. 

The ark, a symbol of God’s presence, had been separated from the 
tabernacle and other places of worship for 100 years. 

David’s heart was to place the ark in the tabernacle and erect it on 
Mount Zion. In the long-term, David would love to build a temple for 
the Lord. 

In 2 Samuel 6 we see David’s second attempt to move the ark. Let’s read 
it together. 
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As the ark is moving to Jerusalem, David is offering sacrifice, 
dressed in priestly clothes, and he’s dancing and shouting for joy.

This is not some ceremonial dance, your guy is just moving! 

He’s having a response to the presence of the Lord, reveling in joy. 



Michal, David’s first wife and Saul’s daughter, saw David and was 
embarrassed by the undignified display. 

She rebuked him, set him straight.

David recognized in Michal the pride and spiritual blindness of her 
father, Saul, whose one desire was to gain and keep his popularity with 
the people.

David’s response to Michal reveals his heart

He told Michal that the Lord removed Saul and placed David on the 
throne. 

David would do what the Lord prompted him to do. 

If Michal thought he looked silly now, buckle up. Because David was 
concerned with being obedient to His God, not the opinion of others. 

Can you imagine if the members of your LifeGroup began to live their 
lives as people who seek after the Lord with their heart, soul, mind, and 
strength?
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