
Week 22: Proverbs: Wisdom in Parent/Child Relationships 

Hook 

 

Main Point: Godly parents teach children wisdom; godly children honor their parents.  

When John Adams took up residence in the White House on November 1, 1800, he was 
the first of many presidents to call it home.1 Since then, the structure has undergone 
several significant renovations, including a rebuilding project following a fire during the 
war of 1812. The White House is a symbol of national pride, featuring 132 rooms, 35 
bathrooms, 412 doors, 147 windows, 28 fireplaces, 8 staircases and 3 elevators.2  

Teacher, provide each LifeGroup attendee with a piece of paper and a pen or pencil. 
Challenge them to take two minutes and draw the White House from memory. After 
this exercise, ask them to flip the paper over and draw their own home from memory in 
one minute. Share the pictures with the group and ask the following:  

Q: Which of your two pictures do you believe is more accurate?  

Q: How many times have you seen videos or pictures of the White House? Why was it 
easier to draw your home?  

Transition: You likely know your home much better than the White House. You’ve 
invested your money and time into your residence, you know its strengths and faults. 
You probably have plans for your home in the future and ways you hope to see it thrive. 
Today we will discuss the effort needed to invest in something more valuable than your 
house.  

  



Week 22: Proverbs: Wisdom in Parent/Child Relationships 

Book 

Main Point: Godly parents teach children wisdom; godly children honor their parents.  

Proverbs 1:8–9; 3:1–2; 4:1–4, 20-21; 5:1–2; 6:20–22; 7:1–3; and 13:1 [Read] 
Talking Point 1: It is the job of parents to teach their children wisdom and fear of the 
Lord. 

Q: How did Solomon describe our parents’ teaching and its benefit to us? 
 
Q: What types of things do typical parents teach their children?  
 
In Scripture, from the very beginning of the Law, it was the parents’ responsibility to 
instruct their own children. In ancient Israel, fathers taught sons their trades; mothers 
taught daughters how to care for the home; and both parents were responsible for the 
spiritual education of their children. The verses immediately following the Shema (the 
daily prayer of Israel) tell the people, “You shall teach [my words] diligently to your 
children and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the 
way, and when you lie down, and when you rise” (Deuteronomy 6:7) – in other words, 
all the time. Because God’s Word applies to every situation in our lives, you can talk 
about His Law naturally throughout the day and teach it to your children just as you 
teach them how to brush their teeth, tie their shoes, and eat healthy foods.  

Proverbs begins almost every chapter in the first section (Proverbs 1–10) with a similar 
command to children not to forsake their parents’ teaching. Note that in Proverbs, it’s 
not just the father but both parents who teach. In many other ancient cultures, all 
teaching and authority were left only to the father, but in Israel, the Lord valued a 
mother’s teaching and gave her authority over her children, too (Deuteronomy 21:18–
21). No other nation’s laws gave these rights to women.3   

Solomon described our parents’ teachings as a great treasure for us. They are a 
“graceful garland for your head” and “pendants for your neck” (1:9). The garland evokes 
the image of the winner of a race or other competition, and the pendant is the image of 
a newly appointed official being given the vestments of his office. Following the 
teachings of your parents can give you success in life.4 Following their wisdom will add 
length and peace to your life (3:2). Their teaching will give you insight, knowledge, 
understanding and discretion (4:1–4; 5:1–2). These teachings will lead you and watch 
over you in all you do (6:22). Over and over, Solomon told his children (and all the 



children of Israel), to keep this wisdom in their hearts (6:21; 7:3). If you want God’s 
wisdom to be effective in your life, His Word can’t just be information in your mind. You 
have to let it sink deep into your heart, really changing your motivation and your inner 
person.5 

Solomon continually repeated that the teachings of this father and mother are good; 
they are consistent with God’s wisdom and His Word (4:2). If your parents teach you 
something that is inconsistent with God’s Word (as may happen in homes where the 
parents aren’t Christians, but the children are, or even sometimes in Christian homes), 
that would be different.  

In Proverbs, the parents were teaching their children God’s wisdom and how they had 
learned to apply it in their own lives, through their own experience. This is how the 
Christian family is supposed to work. Christian parents are not supposed to just let 
Sunday school teachers or youth/children’s pastors be solely responsible for teaching 
their kids. Those people are great, but they’re not with your kids every day. You’re 
commanded to teach your children yourselves and all the time. It is your job as parents 
to talk about God’s wisdom with them all day long and in every situation they face.6  

Of course, to do that, you must be thinking about how to apply God’s wisdom to your 
own life all day in every situation you face. Learning and applying God’s Word isn’t a 
Sundays-only thing. It’s not even enough to study it every day if it’s only during a quiet 
time. It’s an all-day, every-day, “as you walk by the way” kind of a thing. What’s 
awesome is that you’ll find as you are teaching your children how to apply God’s 
wisdom to their lives, you’ll learn more yourself. It is said you never really understand 
something unless you can explain it to a child. The very act of having to teach it to your 
kids and apply it to their everyday life situations can help you work out exactly what it 
means for yourself in your own life.  

This teaching doesn’t end when children become adults and move out of the home. In 
Solomon’s day, adult children still lived with their parents, but even in our culture, godly 
parents should continue to share God’s Word and their own applications and 
experiences with their adult children for the rest of their lives, too. Sometimes, it’s in 
this phase of life that sharing wisdom is even more impactful because adult children 
actually want to listen to their parents’ wisdom. Faith isn’t just intellectual information 
but wisdom that comes from real-life experience and is passed down – parent to child, 
person to person.  

That can even mean “spiritual parent” to “spiritual child”, especially if your actual 
parent is not a Christian or is not as serious about his or her faith as you are about 



yours. Paul talked extensively about being a “spiritual father” to Timothy, Titus and 
others. Though he never had children of his own, Paul’s relationship with these men 
fulfilled the parental teaching role described in Proverbs. No, Christian parents should 
not abdicate their responsibility to teach their own children, but having extra adults in 
your church family who can be spiritual fathers/mothers or aunts/uncles to your 
children is invaluable. And if a child’s actual parents aren’t fulfilling their role of teaching 
God’s wisdom, the church must step into that gap. 

Q: Share examples of wisdom your parents (or a spiritual parent) shared with you 
when you were young that have stuck with you and made a difference in your life.  
 
Q: How can we, as a church, step into the gap for kids who need spiritual parents?  

 

Proverbs 23:22–25 and 30:11–17 [Read]  
Talking Point 2: Godly children will bring honor to their parents. 

Q: Why do children sometimes mock or scorn their parents? Give some examples.  

We’ve all heard the fifth commandment, “Honor your father and mother, that your days 
may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you” (Exodus 20:12). When we 
hear this commandment, we usually think of obedience and respect, which is definitely 
part of it. But it’s more than that. It’s bringing honor to your parents by the way you live 
every day, whether you are a child or an adult. Just as our lives reflect on God’s 
reputation in the world, they reflect on your parents’ reputation, too.  

Proverbs tells us the same thing. It not only commands children not to overtly curse, 
mock, or scorn their parents (30:11, 17), it also says that children who are righteous and 
wise bring their parents joy and honor (23:24). In the ancient world, everything was 
based on your level of honor. Honor dictated with whom you could do business, eat, 
marry, and otherwise associate. You started life with a certain level of honor (ascribed 
honor) based on your family’s status, but you could lose or gain honor based on what 
you did or even what happened to you. Committing a sin such as adultery would make 
you lose honor, but so would contracting a disease such as leprosy. Doing well in 
business or winning a debate would gain you honor. Also, other family members could 
cause your whole family to lose honor, especially if a child did something shameful. In 
their world, parents were held responsible for their children’s behavior, even their adult 
children.7  



We have the same thing today, but not to the same degree. When you do something 
kind, someone might say, “Your mama sure raised you right” or say to your dad, “You 
sure raised a good man there.” Even today, if you behave in an honorable and godly 
way, people will think highly of your parents. It will bring honor to them. 

Q: Describe a time when your behavior brought honor to your parents and family.  
 
Q: What are some practical ways we can honor our parents in our daily lives?  
 

Proverbs 13:1, 24; 15:5; 19:18; 22:6, 15; 23:13–14; and 29:17 [Read]  
Talking Point 3: Parenting requires discipline to train children in the way they should go.  

Q: Why do some parents avoid discipline? Why is it necessary?  

We already talked about being willing to accept correction in an earlier lesson. This is 
absolutely necessary for any Christian who wants to grow in his or her faith. But these 
passages are specifically about disciplining your children. Discipline is a part of teaching; 
it’s not optional.  

Proverbs tells us that if you don’t discipline your children, they may die due to their 
foolishness (23:13–14). This is why discipline provides hope (19:18); it straightens 
children out when they’re young so they will live healthy, productive lives as adults 
(22:6). The rod of discipline will drive foolishness out of the heart of a child (22:15).  

Whether you apply these verses by spanking or the use of other disciplinary actions, the 
important thing is that you discipline your children, giving them healthy boundaries and 
reasonable rules, and follow through on consequences to their behavior. Whether you 
believe in corporal punishment or not, Proverbs says to be “careful” to discipline your 
children (13:24 NIV). It is important to take care in the way you discipline to be sure that 
your teaching/training of them is actually effective, which is the goal, and not just 
punishment.  

Punishment should be reasonable, fair, firm and consistent. It should never be done in 
anger but always with the goal to teach your children to follow these rules for their own 
good and to learn how to live as an adult. True godly discipline is not about controlling 
our children; it is evidence of a parents’ love for their children and their desire to see 
them grow into godly adults.8  

Q: What makes a form of discipline effective in teaching children to do what is right?  
 



Q: How could changing our perspective on why we discipline help us be more 
effective? 

  
 
  



Week 22: Proverbs: Wisdom in Parent/Child Relationships 

Took 

Main Point: Godly parents teach children wisdom; godly children honor their parents.  

Take a moment to consider the ways in which you’re investing in your children. You’ve 
likely done your best to provide financial security for your kids, sacrificing time and 
leisure in efforts to give them a better life. You’ve probably prioritized shaping their 
behavior and attitudes. In what ways have you strategically sought to instill a fear of the 
Lord in your children?  

Q: In what ways are you investing in your children (or spiritual children) spiritually? 

Q: Based on our study in Proverbs, how would you define wisdom? In what ways can 
you, as a parent or spiritual parent, model this for your children? 

 

CHALLENGES 

THINK: If you are a parent, how can you make your parenting more effective in actually 
training your children in the way they should live? Are there areas where you need to 
have stricter rules? Do you need to be more consistent in following through on the 
consequences? Do you need to learn to control your anger and frustration better so 
your punishments are really about training your children, not your angry reaction to 
their behavior?  

If you’re not a parent (or if your kids are already grown), think through ways we can all 
help raise the children in our church to become godly adults. How can you personally 
support the ministry to children/youth in our church?  

PRAY: Pray for your relationship with your parents. Confess any areas you need to 
change and pray for the strength and wisdom to change them. Pray for patience, love 
and respect when interacting with them. Thank God for them. Pray for the Holy Spirit to 
work in their lives, for them to grow in faith. Pray for their health, their friendships, their 
marriage, their jobs and whatever else they need. Pray for God to show you how you 
can bring honor to your parents specifically in your life right now. 

ACT: Give your parents, or spiritual parents, a call this week and share the things that 
you appreciate about them. If there is brokenness in your relationship, offer to do your 



part in healing that brokenness, and be careful to keep healthy boundaries where you 
need them.  
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