
Week 4: Proverbs 15–16: The Nature of God 

Hook  

 
 
Main Point: God hates empty religion but is abounding in lovingkindness.  
 
How well do you know your LifeGroup Bible Study members? Teacher, ask folks to pair 
up with someone that they believe they know well. If you have no visitors in the room, 
the entire class may participate. If new guests are present, it may be best to ask a few 
members to volunteer to come to the front of the room and participate while the rest of 
the group watches.  

Provide those participating with pen and paper. Choose some of the questions below to 
ask of the pairings. Ask each participant to write down the answer they would give 
about his/her partner. When each person in the pairing has answered the questions, 
have each partner reveal his or her answer and see who knows who best.  

When the weekend rolls around, what is the one thing that I look forward to doing more 
than anything? 

When I was in high school, what sports did I play?  

What is my favorite food? 

What is my favorite movie?  

If I don’t have time to cook, which fast food restaurant am I choosing?  

If I could live anywhere in the world, where would I live?  



If we were out to eat, what dessert would I order? 

Am I a cat person or a dog person? 

What was my first job? 

 

I have the remote and can choose any television show I want, which do I choose?  

Transition: Today we continue our study of God’s character as reveled in the Proverbs. 
Particularly, we’ll examine what pleases God, His role in our plans, and His kindness 
toward us.  

 

 



Week 4: Proverbs 15–16: The Nature of God 

Book 

Main Point: God hates empty religion but abounds in lovingkindness.  

Proverbs 15:8–9 and 25–29 [Read] 
Talking Point 1: God hates wickedness and empty religion. 

Q: Why might these proverbs repeat the same idea so many times?  

Q: What does it mean that God is “far from” the wicked?  

We have now gotten beyond the introduction (chapters 1–9) and into the main body of 
the Proverbs, where each chapter is a collection of (mostly) two-line proverbs. Some 
portions are connected by topic. Proverbs 15:25–29, for instance, is about God’s view of 
the wicked and the righteous. But the book is not arranged so that each chapter covers 
a different topic. Instead, proverbs on each topic are sprinkled throughout all of the 
chapters, from beginning to end. This doesn’t mean that the book was thrown together 
haphazardly but rather that Solomon had a different purpose in intentionally arranging 
the proverbs the way he did. He wasn’t trying to create a topical arrangement.  

Spreading proverbs on the same topic throughout the book created a method of 
teaching through repetition. His goal was to instruct his son (and all of Israel) in the way 
of wisdom (1:1–6). Repetition is one of the most effective ways to teach. Solomon’s 
original intent was for these proverbs to be read in the given order so his students 
would experience this repetition of proverbs on each topic as they read through it.1  

In these two chapters, we are looking at proverbs that teach us about the nature of 
God. In the introduction, we were told that “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
knowledge” (1:7), so the natural next question is, “Who is this God I am supposed to 
fear?” These verses all say about the same thing – ours is a God who hates the ways of 
the wicked but loves the ways of the righteous. He loves all people but hates wicked 
ways. 

• Hates the sacrifices of the wicked, loves the prayers of the righteous (v. 8) 
• Hates the way of the wicked, loves those who pursue righteousness (v. 9) 
• Tears down the house of the proud, protects the vulnerable (v. 25) 
• Hates the thoughts of the wicked, gracious words are pure to Him (v. 26) 
• Is far from the wicked, hears the prayers of the righteous (v. 29) 

 



The contrast of the righteous and the wicked is a consistent theme throughout 
Proverbs, but these verses in particular show how God relates to these two groups 
differently. He rejects the prayers and sacrifices (empty, false “religion”) of the wicked. 
The rest of the Bible is consistent with this, particularly the Prophets, where God says 
that He rejects, even hates, the sacrifices, prayers, and songs of His people because their 
hearts and their behavior don’t match their “religion” (Amos 5:21–23). He calls their 
offerings “vain” (Isaiah 1:11–15) and “unacceptable” (Jeremiah 6:20).  

The Israelites categorized the Gentiles as “wicked” and themselves as “righteous” 
because they were God’s covenant people. In the time of the prophets, they treated His 
presence in the temple like a good luck charm instead of actually living out God’s law 
(Jeremiah 7). But God’s prophets made it clear that His view of righteousness wasn’t 
about their status as His people but about their hearts, which was revealed in their 
behavior. They worshipped false gods (not loving God) and oppressed the vulnerable 
(not loving others). God told them that instead of offering sacrifices and prayers, they 
needed to “remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes; cease to do evil, learn 
to do good, seek justice, correct oppression” (Isaiah 1:16–17).  

Jesus also condemned empty religion and said that what matters is the heart, because 
that is where our actions come from (Matthew 15:1–11), quoting the prophet Isaiah in 
the process. James said true religion shows itself our actions, the way we care for 
others, not our religious rituals (James 1:26–27; 2:18–24). In other words, pleasing God 
isn’t about religious ritual; it’s about loving God and loving others the way He does 
(Mark 12:29–33; c.f. 1 Samuel 15:22; Hosea 6:6; Micah 6:6–8).  

Theologically, none of us is actually righteous by our own works; we must take on the 
righteousness of Christ to stand before God (Romans 3:1–20). Yet, when determining 
who is “righteous,” Proverbs agrees with the rest of Scripture – Old and New Testament 
– that it’s not religious ritual that determines our righteousness but hearts that show a 
true faith in Jesus. It is not our sacrifices or our works that give us righteousness, but His 
sacrifice and His works (Romans 3:21–31). 

Q: How does it make you feel to hear that God doesn’t hear the prayers of the 
wicked?  

Q: Why is it significant that the “wicked” are people who are practicing religion? What 
does that say about our churches today? 

 

 



Proverbs 16:1–4 and 9 [Read] 
Talking Point 2: God is sovereign over all things, including our individual lives. 

Q: What does it mean to “commit your work to the Lord” (v. 3)? What benefit does 
this lifestyle bring?   

This passage makes it pretty clear that we can make our plans, but the Lord is ultimately 
in control of what happens. Scripture tells us that God alone is sovereign over all things 
(Nehemiah 9:6; Acts 4:24), yet He has also given us free will to make our own choices 
(Deuteronomy 30:19–20). This is a holy mystery that no human can ever fully 
understand. To our minds this is a paradox, but to the Lord it is an interplay. The Bible 
gives us evidence that both sovereignty and free will are at work in our lives. 

Where do we see God’s hand when evil rears its head? It can be challenging to rectify 
the effects of a broken world (examples: natural disasters, sickness, pain, death, sinful 
deeds of men) and the sovereign hand of our loving God. But we can be confident that 
God works all things out for the good of those who love Him and are called according to 
His purpose (Romans 8:28). The Lord promises to take our experiences, even those 
caused by the effects of sin in the world, and weave things together to make it all work 
for our ultimate good, to make us more like Jesus.  

Ultimately, Proverbs gives us very practical advice. Go ahead and make plans, but know 
that God is really in control (16:9). God has a plan for everything, even the wicked 
(16:4). And if we commit our work to the Lord, our plans will be established (16:3). This 
doesn’t mean everything will work out as we plan, but if we submit to God, there is a 
rich peace to be found. This is an excellent reminder, as we study how to live well 
through the Proverbs, that as we seek to make God-honoring choices, we can make 
those decisions in confidence. God is in control.  

Q: In what areas and ways do you need to commit your work to the Lord?  

Q: How does God’s sovereignty impact your confidence?  

 
Proverbs 16:5–8 [Read] 
Talking Point 3: God forgives sin and enables His people to walk in righteousness.  

Q: According to this passage, what is the atonement for sin?  

Between the proverbs about our plans versus God’s sovereignty are these verses about 
atonement. This chapter is the only place in Proverbs where the Hebrew word for 
atonement (kaphar) is used (verses 6 and 14, where it’s translated “appease”). It’s only 



used three other times in all the wisdom literature, and all in the Psalms (Psalm 65:3; 
78:38; 79:9). Atonement is much more the language of the Torah/Law, most commonly 
used in Leviticus. It’s not a typical topic for proverbs.  

Even more significant is that it doesn’t refer to the sacrificial system of atonement, but 
instead to “steadfast love and faithfulness.” This word for “steadfast love” (chesed) is 
most often used of God’s love for His people, the kind of unconditional love that is 
wholly undeserved.2 It can also be translated “mercy” or “lovingkindness,” a word Bible 
translators had to make up because they could not find an English word that contained 
all that chesed is.  

Old Testament scholar James Luther Mays wrote that chesed is “tantalizingly impossible 
to reproduce in English.”3 It’s a fierce, loyal love that expresses itself in unconditional 
benevolence, even to those who don’t deserve it. It is not a warm feeling; it’s acting in 
love. This is the kind of love that “makes even his enemies to be at peace with him” 
(16:7). It’s a world-changing kind of love. This is how Solomon chose to describe 
atonement. Not the religious ritual, but the character of the God who shows mercy 
when we don’t deserve it. It’s not about anything we do; it’s all about God.  

Psalms declares that God is abounding in chesed (Psalm 103:8). Chesed is used hundreds 
of times to describe the incredible way God has loved His people throughout salvation 
history. The greatest was offering Jesus for us while we were yet sinners (Romans 5:8). 
The New Testament says that God is love (1 John 4:8). Our God always loves because He 
is love. We can only love others because He first loved us (1 John 4:19). It’s only through 
His boundless chesed that we can find atonement and walk in righteousness (16:6).  

Q: What should be our response to this incredible love of God?  

Q: How does the chesed of God lead us to treat others as we walk in righteousness?  



Week 4: Proverbs 15–16: The Nature of God 

Took 

Main Point: God hates empty religion but abounds in lovingkindness.  

Consuming the news, whether through social media or major news outlets, can feel 
overwhelming. According to a 2020 study, 35 percent of Americans reported feeling 
more anxious or stressed when watching the news.4 Don’t allow the seeming chaos of 
today to cloud your vision. Remember that the God who arranges your steps is the same 
One who displays a fierce, loyal love that expresses itself in unconditional benevolence, 
even to those who don’t deserve it. Memorize Romans 8:28 and recite it to yourself 
often, particularly when stress or anxiety arise. 

 

CHALLENGES 

THINK: Consider God’s sovereign hand on your life, how He has arranged your steps. 
Take time to consider how He has taken even the challenging parts of your story and 
knitted them together to make you more like Jesus.  

PRAY: Thank and praise God for His steadfast love for you and for all His people. Confess 
your appreciation for His mercy and forgiveness and for offering Christ as the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. Ask Him to fill you with His steadfast love for others as you try to 
live as His hands and feet in the world.  

ACT: Choose one way you can tangibly live out your faith by loving others this week. 
Look at Isaiah’s instructions: “Remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes; cease 
to do evil, learn to do good, seek justice, correct oppression” (Isaiah 1:16-17) and 
James’s description of pure and undefiled religion: “to visit orphans and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world” (James 1:27). How is God 
calling you to act in response to these verses this week?  
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