
Week 8: 1 Thessalonians 5:12–15 

Hook 

 

Main Point: Until Christ returns, we are called to live in community together with 
patience, forgiveness and selfless love.  

During the 1960s, one of the greatest football coaches of all time, Vince Lombardi, won 
the first two Super Bowls in terrific fashion. Both victories by the Green Bay Packers 
were by more than two possessions, and Vince did it without sacrificing his values. Vince 
believed deeply in the importance of character on the football field, recognizing it as the 
ultimate team sport. Even when other coaches cheated to get an edge, Vince knew that 
the best way forward was to rally his troops under the banner of hard work and 
integrity. Vince was able to accomplish his goals in coaching because of the trust that his 
players had in his vision and their dedication to each other. Vince says this of teamwork, 
“The achievements of an organization are the results of the combined effort of each 
individual. People who work together will win, whether it be against complex football 
defenses, or the problems of modern society. Individual commitment to a group effort – 
that is what makes a teamwork, a company work, a society work, a civilization work.”i 
One could add to this quote that it takes this to make a church work as well.  

Q: In what ways is a church like a team? 

Q: What are some ways that we can commit to play for the team? 



Week 8: 1 Thessalonians 5:12–15 

Book 

Main Point: Until Christ returns, we are called to live in community together with 
patience, forgiveness and selfless love.  

1 Thessalonians 5:12–13 [Read] 
Talking Point 1: Honor those who work hard to lead your community and live in peace 
with one another. 

Q: Why is it important to honor our church leaders?  

Q: Why is it hard to remember to honor them when they are admonishing us?  

Now that Paul had addressed the Thessalonians’ questions about the Second Coming of 
Christ, he moves on to how to live in Christian community in the meantime, while they 
wait for Christ to return. Because no one knows when Christ will return, no one knows 
how long we will be waiting. The Thessalonians could have to wait for years, decades or 
even past their lifetimes (which, as we know, they did). They couldn’t just sit around and 
wait; they needed to live.  

The first thing Paul asked the Thessalonians to do was to honor their leaders, who were 
doing the Lord’s work. In other letters (and even a few verses later, in v. 21), Paul told 
the people to beware of false teachers among their leadership to “test the spirits” to be 
sure their leaders were teaching sound doctrine. Here, Paul emphasized that good 
leaders should be honored and held in high respect. Leaders who mistreated their flocks 
or led them astray would be held accountable before the Lord (Matthew 18:6; Hebrews 
13:17). Leaders “will be judged with greater strictness” (James 3:1), but those who lead 
well are “worthy of double honor” (1 Timothy 5:17).  

Church leadership is so important. A bad church leader can lead an entire flock astray, 
while a good leader can change lives and entire communities. When you have a good 
leader, one who is following the Lord, teaching sound doctrine, and leading the church 
in godly ways, it is key to the health of the church community that their leadership is 
respected and followed. This includes respecting their authority when they “admonish 
you” (v. 12). As long as their admonition is in accordance with Scripture, instead of 
fighting against it, the proper way to live in Christian community is to be thankful for the 
correction, because it is part of their role in teaching and training you to become more 
like Jesus (2 Timothy 3:16).   



This is not to say that we should never question our church leaders, as if they were 
dictators with unlimited authority. If they are doing something contrary to Scripture, we 
should certainly question it. But that as long as they are doing what is right, it’s 
important to the unity and peace of the church that we follow along with what they are 
doing, even if it’s not exactly what we would have chosen or the way we would have 
chosen to do it. If it’s not a question of sound doctrine, sinful behavior, or taking 
advantage of the flock but just one of preference, their leadership should be honored 
and their reputation esteemed. This is especially important in the way we talk about 
them, both to other members of the church and to members of the public. As British 
biblical scholar F. F. Bruce writes in his commentary, “It will make for the effective life 
and witness of the church and for peaceful relations among its members if its leaders 
are recognized and honored and their directions followed. The corollary of this is that 
the leaders should be the kind of people who deserve to be recognized and honored by 
their fellow Christians.”  

What do you think would happen in a church where people constantly questioned every 
move their leaders made or, worse, created a faction against that leader? Division 
would eat that church alive. Unless the leader is doing something ungodly or unbiblical, 
we need to follow his leadership for the sake of the unity of the church. That is why this 
command is connected to the next command given to the Thessalonians. 

The second thing Paul asked them to do was to be at peace among themselves, as one 
unified community. Part of that was following their leaders with respect and honor, but 
the other part was the way they treated one another. Living together in peace and 
harmony calls for humility and selfless love, putting others’ needs ahead of our own. 
The church is supposed to be a body of believers who all work together to carry out 
Christ’s purposes in the world, which is a community unified under a common mission 
and purpose. We don’t have to agree on everything, but our communities should be 
characterized by unity, humility and love. When a church community has different 
factions all fighting with one another, gossiping about one another, or backbiting, what 
kind of image does that portray to the world about what it means to be a Christian, a 
part of the body of Christ? Will people want to be a part of those communities? On a 
larger scale, when the “big C” church has a lot of division and arguing among its 
members, unbelievers will be turned off from becoming a part of that community.  

This was one of the most attractive things about the first church in Jerusalem (Acts 2–4). 
Even though it comprised thousands of people from all different backgrounds and 
perspectives, they had a supernatural unity that was truly beyond this world. They were 
completely “of one heart and mind” (Acts 4:32). The outside world was attracted to it, 



and the Lord added to their number daily (Acts 2:47). People saw the community of the 
church – their unity, their full and sacrificial love for one another, their generosity in 
sharing in common, and the peace and harmony in which they lived – and they were 
blown away. They thought, “No other community in the world behaves like this. There 
has got to be something special going on there.” And, “I want to be loved like that.”  

Q: If our churches all truly lived like this, how would it change the secular world’s view 
of Christianity? Of church? Of Jesus?  

Q: How would it change our church communities?  

Q: In what ways is God calling us to work more like a body, to work harder toward 
living together in peace and unity?  

Q: What are some ways we can show honor to those who lead us in ministry? 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:14 [Read] 
Talking Point 2: Admonish and correct those who are idle, but with patience and love. 

Q: How are we to treat those who are weak or fainthearted among us? What about 
the idle?  

Q: Why is it important to be patient with them all – both the weak, and the fully 
capable but intentionally idle?  

This section (vv. 14–22) is written out in some Bibles line-by-line, almost like a bullet-
point list of three sets of imperatives (see Appendix below):  

• Verse 14 contains four imperative verbs for living in peace together in 
community: admonish, encourage, help, be patient.  

• Verses 15–18a contain three imperatives for living according to “the will of God 
in Christ Jesus” for your own spiritual life: rejoice, pray, give thanks.  

• Verses 19–22 contain five exhortations related to prophetic ministries: do not 
quench the Spirit, do not despise prophecies, test everything, hold fast to good, 
abstain from evil 

This section was most likely written this way to be easy to memorize. Verse 14 gives 
details of how to live in unity as a community of faith. In the first century, the church 
was more of a physical community, not just a spiritual one that met for worship, 
teaching and prayer. They also supported one another’s physical needs so that those 



who could not provide for themselves financially (such as widows or the sick) were 
supported by the community. But here Paul specified two kinds of people who weren’t 
providing for themselves (the “idle” and the “weak”) and two ways of dealing with 
them. The weak could not provide for themselves; the community was called to help 
them. The idle would not provide for themselves; the community was to admonish 
them, not only because they were being a drain on community resources, but because 
their idleness was a bad witness to the world.  

Yet, at the same time, Paul concluded, “Be patient with all.” Patience is a fruit of the 
Spirit (Galatians 5:22–23), a characteristic of love (1 Corinthians 13), and part of the 
nature of God, who is patient and full of mercy (Exodus 34:6). A Christian community 
who are reflecting the image of God to one another and the outside world should be 
characterized by patience for one another. Paul emphasized, “Be patient with all” – both 
groups of people – even those who were sinning by their idleness and needed to be 
admonished. Be patient with them; we all have issues about which we need to be 
admonished! That’s what Christian community is all about – not only encouraging one 
another but holding one another accountable, correcting, and rebuking one another 
when needed. In a healthy church community, we should all be ready to hold one 
another accountable, and we should welcome being held accountable. Because that’s 
the only way we grow in spiritual maturity. 

Another command is to encourage the fainthearted, which literally means the “low-
souled” person in contrast to the “high-souled person,” a Greek term Aristotle often 
used to talk about people with great confidence in themselves. For those who don’t 
think they have much to offer the community, encourage them. Let them know that 
their gifts, however small they may seem, are useful and necessary to the community in 
the same way even the smallest body parts are necessary to make our bodies work 
properly (1 Corinthians 12). This is how the community functions as a unified body, in 
peace and harmony – respecting and following our leadership, holding one another 
accountable when we need it, encouraging each other when we need it, and helping 
one another when we need it.  

Q: In what ways do you struggle to live in unity and peace with other believers in your 
church community? How can being patient with others help?  

Q: How is God calling you to help the weak and encourage the fainthearted right now?  

Q: How is God calling you to form or grow relationships of accountability right now? 

 
1 Thessalonians 5:15 [Read] 



Talking Point 3: Forgive each other and always strive to do what is good for others. 
 
Q: Why shouldn’t we repay evil for evil?  

Q: What would motivate you to do good to someone who has done evil to you?  

In the Old Testament, God told the Israelites not to take their own revenge; revenge 
belongs to the Lord (Deuteronomy 32:35), and Paul quoted that verse in Romans 12:19. 
Repaying evil only accomplishes more evil. As your grandma said, “Two wrongs don’t 
make a right.” You may think repaying someone the evil they did to you will make you 
feel better, but it never does. It only makes you feel worse. And holding on to anger 
instead of forgiving that person and letting the offense go only makes you feel worse, 
too. Unforgiveness eats you alive from the inside. But forgiveness sets you free. Doing 
good to those who have harmed you and praying for those who persecute you is a 
difficult spiritual discipline, but it heals your soul of any pain or suffering they have 
caused you (Matthew 5:44; Romans 12:18–21).  

When Peter asked Jesus how many times he had to forgive someone who sinned against 
him, he said, “Up to seven times?” Most rabbis at the time said to forgive three times, 
so Peter was going above and beyond that. But Jesus answered, “Seventy times seven 
times,” a number symbolic of forgiving an unlimited number of times: 7 (the number of 
completion) x 10 (the “highest” number) x 7 (completion again). When He taught them 
the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus told the disciples that if we don’t forgive others, God won’t 
forgive us (Matthew 6:15).  

Authentic godly relationships in Christian community require authentic forgiveness from 
the heart. It’s not optional. Not just because it’s a rule, but because it is part of who we 
are in Christ. God is a God of forgiveness, grace and love; those who have the Holy Spirit 
dwelling in their hearts will have a heart of forgiveness. When Jesus said that if we don’t 
forgive others, God won’t forgive us, He wasn’t putting conditions on God’s forgiveness. 
He was describing the heart of those who have been forgiven by God. In the same way 
James said that you can’t love God and hate other people, Jesus was saying you can’t 
receive God’s forgiveness and refuse to forgive others. When you really get just how 
much God has forgiven you, you will forgive others. You will become a person of 
forgiveness and of grace. That is part of being a new creation, of your new identity in 
Christ. Forgiveness is not easy or painless – God’s forgiveness required Jesus’s death on 
the Cross. But you will forgive. Because the God of forgiveness lives in you. It will be 
hard, but if we rely on the Spirit, He will give us the supernatural strength and love to do 
it. And when we do, we will find freedom. 



Q: Describe any times in your life that someone forgave you when you didn’t deserve 
it or returned good to you when you had done evil to them. How did that make you 
feel? How did you respond? What happened to your relationship afterward?  

Q: Describe any times that someone withheld forgiveness from you or repaid you evil 
for evil. How did that make you feel? How did you respond?  

Q: How is God calling you today to do good to someone who has hurt you?  

Q: How does living in forgiveness and repaying good for evil reflect the Gospel of what 
God has done for us in Christ?  



Week 4: 1 Thessalonians 5:12–15 

Took 

Main Point: Until Christ returns, we are called to live in community together with 
patience, forgiveness and selfless love.  

After one of the greatest coaching careers, the National Football League chose to honor 
Vince Lombardi by naming the Super Bowl trophy in honor of his legacy. He embodies 
the classic American football values of hard work and teamwork. While other coaches 
have succeeded more, there is something to be said about Vince’s commitment to his 
faith and his team. Through his vision, Vince Lombardi’s Packers achieved greatness in 
the eyes of many. People are quick to identify with a professional football team, 
dedicating time and effort to knowing the team and being a good supporter.  

Q: What would the church look like if we gave as much attention to supporting our 
church as our favorite team? 

Q: What is one thing that you can do today to support the most important team in 
your life? 

 

CHALLENGES 

THINK: What things make it hard for you personally to live in Christian community with 
others? Do you lack patience? Do you always need to be right? Does so-and-so drive you 
crazy? Do you not want to get too close to people for fear they will find out who you 
really are? Or something else? What is it that makes true, authentic community hard for 
you?  

PRAY for our church community to grow in unity and to be even more of a shining 
example of God’s love, grace and patience to the world. Pray that we can admonish 
each other, encourage each other, and help each other when needed. Ask the Lord to 
reveal to you any way you need to admonish, encourage, or help someone this week. 

ACT: Choose one of the following things that you believe the Lord is leading to you to do 
this week in response to this lesson:  

• Admonish someone with patience and love 
• Encourage someone who is struggling 
• Help someone in need 
• Forgive someone who has hurt you and do good to them, not evil 



 
i https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/vince-lombardi-quotes 
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