
Week 13: 2 Thessalonians 3:1–5 

Hook 

 

Main Point: Believers should pray for the Gospel to spread, for protection from evil, 
and for one another to stay faithful to Christ. 

Today we’re going to talk about quite a fight. Teacher, choose a well-known movie 
villain and ask your LifeGroup if they had to square off with this villain in a fight, who 
would they want in their corner? Who would they want fighting on their side and why?  

Transition: Paul and his companions were fighting in spiritual warfare for the sake of the 
advancement of the Gospel and in today’s lesson, Paul is going to ask for help in the 
fight.  



Week 13: 2 Thessalonians 3:1–5 

Book 

Main Point: Believers should pray for the Gospel to spread, for protection from evil, 
and for one another to stay faithful to Christ. 

2 Thessalonians 3:1 [Read] 
Talking Point 1: Pray that the Gospel will spread quickly at home and abroad. 

Q: What does it say about Paul that he asked for prayer for the mission first?  

Q: Why is it important to pray for the Gospel to spread quickly around the world?  

After addressing several theologically heavy topics thus far, Paul now asked the 
Thessalonians to pray for him and his coworkers. He begins this section with “finally,” 
though he will address another topic (idleness) in verses 6–12. He had addressed the 
main purpose of the letter – the Second Coming – and the rest of the letter is his parting 
thoughts, even if it contains more than one subject. Paul had already said that he and 
his coworkers prayed constantly for the Thessalonians (1:11); now he was asking them 
to do the same for him.  

The first thing Paul asked for in prayer wasn’t for himself; it was that the Gospel would 
spread quickly and be honored as it was among the Thessalonian church (3:1). The 
apostles ran into trouble from some of the synagogue leaders and city officials in 
Thessalonica (Acts 17), but the Word of God was honored by the believers there. Their 
lives were models to the believers in Macedonia and Achaia, and they spread the Gospel 
not only through Macedonia and Achaia but throughout the known world. The 
Thessalonian church had a reputation all over the world for their faith, hope and love (1 
Thessalonians 1:4–10).i  

Paul didn’t ask for prayers for himself very often, and even when he did, his request was 
really about his life’s mission of sharing the Gospel rather than himself. In other places, 
he requested prayer for the right words to share the Gospel and for the strength to 
proclaim it without fear (Ephesians 6:19–20). He asked the people to pray that doors 
would be opened to preach the Gospel and that he would be able to do so clearly 
(Colossians 4:2–4). He asked for prayers that God’s Word would spread rapidly and be 
honored (2 Thessalonians 3:1). He prayed that he and his team would be delivered from 
wicked people, not for their own safety but so the Gospel would spread (2 
Thessalonians 3:2). Paul was used to beatings, imprisonment, and constant danger (2 



Corinthians 11:25–28). He wasn’t worried about his own life, just the advancement of 
the Gospel (Philippians 1:21).  

Paul wrote that those who prayed for him joined him in his ministry (Romans 15:30; 2 
Corinthians 1:11; Philippians 1:19). For Paul, prayer was not a passive thing. It is an 
active way to participate in what God is doing in the world. James wrote that the 
prayers of a righteous person are powerful and effective (James 5:16). Praying for 
missionaries in other countries is a powerful way to participate in their ministries. The 
same is true for local ministries and our local church. Our pastors, elders, deacons and 
ministry leaders need our prayers. Even if something prevents us from volunteering 
beside them in the flesh, we can always join their ministries through prayer!  

Paul consistently prayed thanksgivings to God for almost every church to which he 
wrote (except the Galatians), not just for their support of him personally but for all they 
did to further the Gospel and build God’s kingdom in the world in other ways. He was 
thankful for their support of his mission (both financial and prayer support), but it 
wasn’t really “his” mission. It’s the mission of Christ and their shared mission. This 
mission bound them together as family, as the body of Christ. They had all committed 
their whole lives to working together for the same mission, just as a sports team, a 
band, a group of actors or a team at work are all bound together with the same goal, 
except this is our whole life’s mission. This is the same tie that binds all of us together as 
Christ’s body all over the world, one body with one mission. When we pray for the 
advancement of the Gospel, we join believers all over the world and through every 
period of time over the last 2,000 years as well as believers in the future.  

Q: Describe how you have personally experienced that prayer is not a passive thing 
but a powerful way to participate in what God is doing in the world. Share some 
examples. 

Q: Why do you think it’s important to pray specifically for the advancement of the 
Gospel?  

Q: How can we specifically and intentionally pray for the Gospel to spread at home 
and abroad? Which evangelistic missionaries and ministries can we be praying for and 
how can we pray specifically for them? How can we pray for those who need to hear 
the Gospel?  

 
2 Thessalonians 3:2–3 [Read] 
Talking Point 2: Pray for protection from evil people and the Evil One. 



Q: How could Paul have confidence that God would guard the Thessalonians against 
the Evil One?  

Throughout Paul’s ministry, the Holy Spirit warned him that he faced prison and 
hardship in every city (Acts 20:23). Paul wrote that he was imprisoned more often, 
flogged more severely, and faced more danger from all sides than other servants of 
Christ (2 Corinthians 11:21–30). He was accustomed to persecution, pain, and suffering 
for the Gospel. In fact, Paul and his associates were experiencing the same kind of 
personal attacks while he was writing to the Thessalonians that they experienced in 
Thessalonica. At the time of this writing, Paul and his associates were in Corinth, and 
some of their opponents there were stirring up trouble, too. The Jewish leaders even 
made a united attack on Paul and brought him before the Roman court (Acts 18:1–18).  

Paul often wrote that it wasn’t his own safety he was concerned about; it was the 
spreading of the Gospel (Acts 20:24). Requesting prayer for protection was less about 
his safety than about staying alive so he could preach the Gospel. In fact, in Philippians, 
he wrote that he was thankful for his time in prison because he was able to reach 
people with the Gospel – such as the imeprial guard – that he wouldn’t have been able 
to reach otherwise. And his ability to endure in prison had given other believers the 
confidence to continue to preach the Gospel boldly and without fear (Philippians 1:12–
14). As Paul said when he went to Jerusalem, even though his friends feared for his life 
and the Spirit told him it would be dangerous for him, “I do not account my life of any 
value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I 
received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24).ii  

Here Paul distinguished between “wicked and evil men” and “the evil one” (Satan). He 
prayed for deliverance and protection from both, but listed them separately, only 
promising protection from “the evil one” (3:3). He asked for prayer that they “may” be 
delivered from evil men (1:2), but he said the Lord “will” guard the Thessalonians 
against the Evil One (1:3). This is reminiscent of the ending of the Lord’s Prayer, “deliver 
us from the evil one” (Matthew 6:13 NIV). In the Greek, Matthew 6:13 doesn’t just say 
“deliver us from evil;” it says “the evil.” In Greek, the use of a definite article (“the”) 
makes an adjective (“evil”) into a noun (“the Evil One” or “the evil man”) without having 
to explicitly have the word “one” or “man” in the sentence; it is implied by the definite 
article. In the Lord’s Prayer, “the Evil One” (instead of “man”) is most likely, as it is a 
common title for the Devil in Matthew.iii  This verse (3:3) has the same grammar in the 
Greek as Matthew 6:13 (the definite article with “evil” but no “one” or “man” – literally 
“the evil”) and is translated “the Evil One” in most English translations, including the 
ESV.   



There is also an explicit contrast here between the faithfulness of God and those who 
don’t have faith; the same Greek word (pistis) is used for both, and the sentence 
structures are parallel. It’s a play on words to emphasize that those who put their faith 
in Christ can count on God’s faithfulness to them to protect them from the Evil One. 
Apologist F. F. Bruce writes that in the early church, saying “the Lord is faithful” was 
another way of saying “amen” – “let it be so.”iv As long as we are on this earth, we 
believers will struggle with evil powers and principalities, but we will never be overtaken 
by the Evil One. We will be “afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not 
driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed” (2 
Corinthians 4:8–9). Satan will attack with his wily schemes (Ephesians 6:10–18), but we 
can be confident that we will always overcome because “He who is in you [the Holy 
Spirit] is greater than he who is in the world [Satan]” (1 John 4:4). Paul prayed for 
protection here, just as Jesus closed the Lord’s Prayer by asking for protection from the 
Evil One, because prayer is our greatest weapon against the schemes of the Devil. When 
we fight a spiritual battle, we need to use spiritual weapons. 

Q: In what ways do you feel attacked by the Evil One right now?  

Q: How does it make you feel to know that we have the power from the Holy Spirit to 
overcome?  

Q: Why is prayer so important when it comes to spiritual warfare? Share any stories 
you have. 

Q: How can we best pray for one another when it comes to the schemes of the Devil?  

 
2 Thessalonians 3:4–5 [Read] 
Talking Point 3: Pray that your Christian friends and family will stay faithful to Christ. 

Q: Why is it important to pray for steadfastness in the Christian life?  

Q: What things can make it difficult for believers today to stay firm in their faith?  

Paul repeated the confidence he and his coworkers had in the faith of the 
Thessalonians, which he mentioned at the beginning of his first letter (1 Thessalonians 
1:1–10). He wasn’t praying for them because they didn’t already have a strong faith. He 
was praying for them to continue in the love of God and the steadfastness of Christ. 
Verse 5 has the format of a “wish prayer” as we saw earlier in Thessalonians (“May the 
Lord ...”), but it is not wishful thinking. They prayed with confidence that their prayers 



would be answered, both because of God’s faithfulness and because of the faith, hope 
and love of the Thessalonians.v  

The apostles had confidence that the Thessalonians were already being faithful to their 
teaching and would continue to follow the commands of the apostles (3:4). But they 
didn’t just say, “You’re faithful already; you don’t need prayer.” We all need prayer! 
Always! No matter how spiritually mature we are, how far along in our faith, we all need 
prayer to continue in the faith. We will always face new temptations, new challenges, 
new struggles, or old ones that return. No one has completely “arrived” at perfection; 
we will always need the power of the Holy Spirit to persevere. That’s why Paul prayed 
for the “steadfastness” of Christ.  

The Greek word translated “steadfastness” means a patient enduring. It comes from 
combining two words: meno, “to remain or abide” (the same word used in John 15 for 
abiding in Christ, as a branch abides in a vine), and hypo, which means “under.” The 
word means “to abide under pressure,” to remain faithful under the weight of all the 
challenges life throws our way. The Christian life is a marathon. We have to persevere to 
the very end (Matthew 24:13). Paul himself wrote that even though he considered 
himself spiritually mature, he was not finished growing. He had not arrived at spiritual 
perfection. There was still more work for the Spirit to do in his heart and there always 
would be until the end. “Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but 
I press on.... Let those of us who are mature think this way” (Philippians 3:12, 15a).  

The use of the phrase “may the Lord direct your hearts” is also interesting. The word for 
“direct” is also a compound word made from euthno, “to make straight,” and kata, a 
prefix that intensifies the verb, meaning “exactly according to.” This means may the 
Lord “make exactly straight” the paths of your hearts, in the same way that Proverbs 
says, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. 
In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths” (Proverbs 3:5–
6). Paul was praying this proverb for them – may the Lord make your paths straight; may 
the Lord direct your hearts in the right direction – the love of God and the steadfastness 
of Christ. Both the steadfastness (endurance) and the “direct your hearts” point to the 
Christian life as a path, as a way we have to go. It picks up on the theme of being in a 
marathon, a race that isn’t about competition with others on the journey, but about 
following Christ (1 Corinthians 9:24; Hebrews 12:1). When we trust in the Lord with all 
our heart, we can follow Christ’s ways, not our own. When we keep our eyes fixed on 
Jesus, not on ourselves, we can run the race with perseverance and endure to the end.  

The things Paul asked the Thessalonians to pray for him and that he prayed for them are 
interconnected.  Praying that the Gospel would spread and that they would be 



protected from evil men so they could continue their mission is the same idea as praying 
for the Thessalonians to trust in the Lord to persevere and finish the race set before 
them. It is all about the race set before them. It is all about following Christ in the 
mission, pressing on with patient endurance through any suffering the world throws 
their way. The question is, is this the kind of prayer we pray for ourselves and others 
today? 

Q: How does this passage challenge you to pray differently for yourself and others?  

Q: Why is it important to pray for God to direct our hearts? How is that different from 
just trying really hard to do the things Jesus commands us to do?  

Q: What kind of difference would it make in your life to have people praying this for 
you?  

Q: How would it change your life to pray this way for others?  



Week 13: 2 Thessalonians 3:1–5 

Took 

Main Point: Believers should pray for the Gospel to spread, for protection from evil, 
and for one another to stay faithful to Christ. 

Teacher, ask your group to break into pairs (men with men and women with women). 
Lead them in a time of praying for one another. Pray a prayer that reflects Paul’s. 
Challenge these pairs to continue to pray for one another each day this week.  

 

CHALLENGES 

THINK: Why is prayer important in our daily lives? How does your own prayer life 
compare to the prayers you see in the Bible? In what ways might God be leading you to 
change your prayer life to be more consistent with the types of prayers Jesus and the 
apostles prayed? How can you pray with boldness and confidence? How might it help to 
use the words of the Bible in your prayers (Psalms, Proverbs, the prayers of Jesus, Paul, 
or other Scripture passages)? What kind of difference would a stronger prayer life make 
in your life? 
 
PRAY that the Gospel will spread quickly at home and abroad. Ask God for protection 
from evil people and the Evil One. Pray that your Christian friends and family (and 
yourself!) will stay faithful to Christ. You may even want to incorporate some of the 
words of this passage or other passages we referenced in this lesson in your prayers. 
 
ACT: Pray with a Christian friend this week, focusing particularly on these kinds of 
prayers. Set aside a particular time to pray together, in person if possible, and keep your 
prayer focused just on these things: pray together for the Gospel to be spread, pray 
against evil blocking the mission of the church, and for our faithfulness to endure to the 
end. 
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