
Week 12: 2 Thessalonians 2:1–17 

Hook 

 

Main Point: We must stand firm on the truth and not be swayed by false teaching.  

Tourist traps are designed to separate travelers from their money. These destinations 
often utilize billboards or radio ads to mislead folks while on the road, lure them off 
their planned path, and direct them into the trap. Below is a list of some of the most 
unique tourist traps and their locations. Break your LifeGroup into smaller groups and 
challenge them to match the tourist trap to its location.  

1.  Barney Smith’s Toilet Seat Art Museum  A. Independence, Missouri 
2.  Leila’s Hair Museum  B. Weldon Spring, Missouri 
3.  The Salt and Pepper Shaker Museum C. San Antonio, Texas 
4.  Nuclear Waste Adventure Trail and Museum D. Hooper, Colorado 
5.  UFO Watchtower E. High Point, North Carolina 
6.  World’s Largest Chest of Drawers F. Gatlinburg, Tennesseei 

What tourist traps have you visited? Were they what you hoped they would be?   

What marketing did the tourist trap use? In what ways was it misleading?  

Answers: 1. C; 2. A; 3. F; 4. B; 5. D; 6. E 

 Transition: Today we will discuss misinformation that was being spread to the church at 
Thessalonica, false doctrine that would lead these believers off track.  



Week 12: 2 Thessalonians 2:1–17 

Book 

Main Point: We must stand firm on the truth and not be swayed by false teaching.  

2 Thessalonians 2:1–5 [Read] 
Talking Point 1: The Day of the Lord won’t happen until the man of lawlessness is 
revealed. 

Q: What things did Paul warn them to not be quickly shaken or alarmed by? 

Q: Describe the “man of lawlessness.” Do those characteristics remind you of anyone 
in history? 

This section is where we get to the crux of what this letter is about. Some of the 
Thessalonians had been swayed by the false teaching that the Day of the Lord had 
already come. Note that this section (2:1–12) is also written in couplets like Hebrew 
poetry about the Day of the Lord. John F. Walvoord, the late theologian and long-time 
president of Dallas Theological Seminary, wrote that they “had begun to wonder 
whether they were not already in the day of the Lord, the predicted time of divine 
judgment. If so, they realized that they were already in the time of tribulation, from 
which they had been promised deliverance in 1 Thessalonians 5.”ii  

We aren’t specifically told where they heard this teaching. It may have been from a false 
teacher who came to Thessalonica and riled them up, a (false) prophetic word delivered 
by someone in the church, or a forged letter from someone claiming to be Paul. These 
are the things Paul warned them to not be deceived by (v. 2). A forged letter is the most 
likely scenario, considering Paul’s comment at the end of the letter (3:17). He wrote the 
closing greeting of the letter in his own handwriting (rather than the handwriting of his 
amanuensis, Silvanus) to prove that this letter really was from him. He said, “This is the 
sign of genuineness in every letter of mine; it is the way I write” (3:17). Paul’s statement 
implies that he was showing them how to distinguish his handwriting in response to a 
forged letter they had received saying that the Day of the Lord had already happened, 
the issue that was the driving force behind this letter.  

Paul’s warning to them is written in strong language: Let no one deceive you in any way. 
Later in this chapter, he told them to “stand firm” and hold to the traditions taught by 
the apostles (v. 15). This language was to remind them that there is a spiritual battle 
going on (Ephesians 6:10–18). The Enemy is always trying to attack us with an onslaught 
of false teachings about everything from denying Christ as the way to salvation (2 Peter 



2:1) to encouraging sexual immorality (2 Peter 2:2) to what was said here, that Christ 
had already come and they had missed it. Whatever the Enemy can do to pull us away 
from Christ, he will.  

Paul was clear. This teaching could not be true because the two things that must happen 
first – the rebellion and the revealing of the man of lawlessness – had not happened (v. 
3). He had taught them these things; they should have known (v. 5). This is why he 
repeated that they needed to stand firm on the apostles’ teachings. They needed to test 
all the spirits by the truth they had been taught. If it doesn’t line up with sound doctrine, 
it’s a false prophet. Do not let yourself be deceived. This is necessary advice for us today 
as well. The enemy is still trying to lead us astray from Christ with false teaching, empty 
philosophies (Colossians 2:8), ear-tickling words – telling us what we want to hear 
instead of what’s true (2 Timothy 4:3).  

Paul didn’t give them a detailed timeline of all that will happen at the End Time here. He 
just reminded them of two things: the rebellion and the man of lawlessness.  

The Greek word for rebellion (apostasia) is where we get the word apostasy, which is 
more than just a moral rebellion, it’s rejection of the Gospel.iii This is referring to those 
who have not genuinely made a decision for Christ, but are “Christians” in name only. 
Those of us who have made genuine decision for Christ may stumble and fall into sin, 
but we will never turn from that decision. Jesus said one of the signs was that many 
would be led astray by false Messiahs (Matthew 24:4–5). Paul also warned Timothy that 
in the last days people would leave the Church by deceitful spirits and teachings (1 
Timothy 4:1), and Peter and Jude warned the same (2 Peter 3:3–7; Jude 17–19). The 
time leading up to the Day of the Lord will be a time of great “rebellion” – turning 
against God. Not of those who are truly committed to Christ, but those who are not 
Christ followers. As the ESV Study Bible says, “Just as humanity in Adam has rejected 
God and has been plunged into ever greater depths of sin as a result (Romans 1:18–32), 
so it will move into all-out rebellion against God when the Antichrist appears (2 
Thessalonians 2:4).iv 

Paul draws on the teachings of Jesus when he speaks about this apostasy and about the 
man of lawlessness or “son of destruction”v (2:3). The “man of lawlessness” is a Semitic 
idiom referring to someone whose life is characterized by opposition to God’s reign.vi 
Jesus taught that one of the signs was the “abomination of desolation” in the holy place 
of the temple (Matthew 24:15), citing the prophet Daniel (Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 12:11). 
The “abomination of desolation” is an idolatrous image that will be set up by the final 
Antichrist (the “beast” of Revelation and the “man of lawlessness” here) in the restored 



temple in Jerusalem. The “abomination” refers to a great sin and the “desolation” refers 
to something that desecrates the temple.  

Worshipping a false god or idol in the temple is an abomination that desecrates the 
temple. In the ancient Near East, worshiping the image or idol of a king or god was the 
same thing as worshipping that king of god themselves. When you worshipped the idol 
of Baal, you were worshipping Baal. So, worshipping an idol or image of the Antichrist is 
the same thing as worshipping the Antichrist himself. The Antichrist will set up an image 
of himself in the temple and demand that people worship it, just as King 
Nebuchadnezzar demanded that Daniel and his friends bow down to his statue. 

Daniel said that the Antichrist will make a covenant of peace with the people for seven 
years but break it halfway through (Daniel 9:27). He will sit in the temple of God, declare 
himself to be God, and force people to worship his image and himself (2:3–4). Note the 
contrast between Christ and the Antichrist. The Antichrist exalts himself, while Christ 
humbled Himself and was exalted by God (Philippians 2:1–11). Power will be given to 
the Antichrist over every nation (Revelation 13:7), and he will begin a worldwide reign of 
terror, blasphemy, and murder (Daniel 7:25). After three and a half years, his brief reign 
will be brought to an end by the second coming of Christ (Revelation 19:11–21).vii  

Paul reassured the Thessalonians that they were not living in the Day of the Lord, 
because these things had not yet happened, which meant they had not missed the 
rapture. He reminded them of what he had taught them as well as what Jesus and 
Daniel had taught. They must remember and hold fast to the apostles’ teaching and not 
be swayed by false prophets. As we have said many times before, the way to recognize 
false teachings is to know the truth so well that you can spot the counterfeit 
immediately. 

Q: What kinds of false teachings do we hear today, and why is it so easy to be swayed 
by them?  

Q: How can we be sure to know the true teachings well enough to recognize false 
teachings?  

Q: How can our churches be better equipped to recognize and stop false teaching?  

 
2 Thessalonians 2:6–12 [Read] 
Talking Point 2: All those who delight in wickedness and refuse to believe the truth will 
perish. 



Q: What will happen to the man of lawlessness eventually?  

Q: Who is the power behind the man of lawlessness?  

Paul told the Thessalonians that the “mystery of lawlessness” was already at work, but 
the lawless one was being restrained for now (2:6–7). He said they knew why the 
lawless one was being restrained. We as readers don’t necessarily know what he meant 
by that, but Genesis 6:3 tells us that the Holy Spirit is the restrainer of sin, so we can 
deduce that it is God who is holding the lawless one back for now.viii  

Peter gives us a clue as to why God is not yet allowing the end to come (2 Peter 3). The 
people to whom Peter was writing were complaining that God was being “slow” about 
keeping His promise to return in judgment and vindication. But Peter said God’s time is 
not like our time. We may think thousands of years is a long time, but to God, it’s like an 
instant. God is not being slow, He’s being patient. He’s taking His time to allow more 
and more people to repent and return to Him (2 Peter 3:8–10).ix Paul told the 
Thessalonians that the man of lawlessness will be revealed “in his time” (2:6).  

When the lawless one is revealed, he will be allowed to reign for just three and a half 
years, and then Jesus will destroy him with “the breath of his mouth” (2:8). In 
Revelation, it’s a double-edged sword that comes from his mouth (Revelation 1:16; 
19:15). This is reminiscent of God’s Word being described as a double-edged sword in 
Hebrews 4:12. 

Along with the lawless one, the wicked will also perish. Paul defined the wicked as those 
who “did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness” (2:12). These 
people were deceived by the lawless one, who did have supernatural powers (false signs 
and wonders) – but by the power of Satan, not God (2:9–10). The devastating destiny of 
unbelievers is clear in this passage; they are condemned (2:12). This distinction should 
have reassured the Thessalonians even more. The wicked who were perishing were the 
ones who refused to love the truth of the Gospel and be saved (2:10). The Thessalonian 
believers didn’t have to worry about their own eternal destiny.x 

Yet it should motivate all believers to share the Gospel with as many people as possible. 
This solemn truth should give us a sense of urgency to tell people about Jesus. Even if 
we are not in the last days when the lawless one is revealed, the “mystery of 
lawlessness is already at work” (2:7). Satan is at work in every generation to lead people 
astray from the truth, but God desires that all people be saved (1 Timothy 2:4). He 
commanded us to go to all the nations to share the Gospel (Matthew 28:18–20). And 
Jesus said that when the Gospel of the kingdom is preached in the whole world, then 
the end will come (Matthew 24:14). The message of this passage is to preach the 



Gospel. Don’t expect that everyone will accept your message, because many people will 
be deceived, choose to reject the Gospel, and love the darkness instead of the light 
(John 3:19–20). But that shouldn’t stop us from trying.xi 

Q: Why do you think some people refuse to believe the truth? (multiple answers) 

Q: In relation to each of those reasons, what can you do to try to influence them to 
believe?  

Q: How can you pray for those who do not believe? What else can you do?  

 
2 Thessalonians 2:13–17 [Read] 
Talking Point 3: Those of us who believe must stand firm until the end. 

Q: Why did Paul and his coworkers give thanks for the Thessalonians?  

Q: Why should they stand firm? What should they hold onto and why?  

Now that Paul had corrected the false teaching, he turned back to thanksgiving for the 
Thessalonians. In fact, he repeated again that it was the apostles’ duty to give thanks for 
them (v. 13). In 1:3, he gave thanks for their faith and love. Here he gave thanks that 
God chose them as the “firstfruits” to be saved. As part of the first generation of 
believers, they were the firstfruits of the Church, but they were not the last generation. 
They were called to bring others to know Jesus, too. This is why they needed to stand 
firm on the apostles’ teaching and pass it along not only to other people in their time 
period, but also to future generations.xii  

In contrast to the unbelievers, who are marked by unrighteousness and will believe the 
Antichrist’s lies, the Thessalonian believers were marked by sanctification by the Spirit 
and belief in the truth (2:13).  

Paul reminded them that they would obtain the glory of Christ (v. 14). They would be 
glorified in Him at the Second Coming (1:12). “So then,” he told them to stand firm and 
hold to the traditions they had been taught. They could have the strength to stand firm 
because they had an expectant hope in the promise of glory with Christ at the Second 
Coming. They had confidence that they would be saved.  

Though the man of lawlessness has not yet been revealed, lawlessness (Satan) is already 
at work. Every day is a spiritual battle between the forces of good and wickedness in the 
heavenly places (Ephesians 6:10–18). Just as Paul repeated “stand firm” in Ephesians 
when he talked about spiritual warfare, so he told the Thessalonians to stand firm. 



Satan will try to attack you; false prophets will try to lead you astray. The Christian life is 
not a cakewalk. It’s a daily battle. Paul prayed that God would comfort their hearts and 
establish them in every good work and word. Establish means to “firmly fix.”xiii The good 
news is that God is the one who makes us stand firm. It is not on us. It is not in our own 
power. It is only by the power of the Holy Spirit. This is where we can find that comfort. 
We can have confidence in the end of the story, our salvation. And we can have 
confidence that God will give us the strength to stand firm in the here and now (Exodus 
14:14).  

Q: In what ways do you feel spiritually attacked in your life today?  

Q: How have you felt the Spirit empowering you to stand firm?  

Q: What spiritual disciplines can you practice to build up His spiritual strength in you?  



Week 12: 2 Thessalonians 2:1–17 

Took 

Main Point: We must stand firm on the truth and not be swayed by false teaching.  

Ephesians 6 calls us to put on the full armor of God, so that we can take our stand 
against the Devil’s schemes. The only weapon in the offense on this list is the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the Word of God. Memorizing Scripture is a phenomenal way to help 
you clearly identify and thus resist false teaching. Teacher, share a recent moment in 
which a piece of Scripture came to mind that edified you and reminded you of God’s 
truth, combating Satan’s lies. Encourage your group to identify and adopt a Scripture 
memory tool (such as the Navigator’s Topical Memory System).   

 

CHALLENGES 

THINK: How is God calling you to respond to this information about the “man of 
lawlessness” or the Antichrist? Though we will not be here during the Tribulation to see 
the final Antichrist, the forces of lawlessness are already at work in our world today. In 
what ways do you see precursors to the Antichrist working our world today (i.e., those 
who oppose God’s rule and reign in the world? Those who try to gain allegiance to 
themselves and their power instead of God)? How can you personally resist aligning 
yourself with those forces? How can you teach and empower others not to be deceived 
by false prophets and the schemes of the Devil? How can you help them to choose 
obedience and allegiance to God? 
 
PRAY: Pray against the schemes of the Devil, who is trying to deceive the world even 
now, before the Antichrist is revealed. Pray for your friends and family who are being 
deceived by the Devil’s schemes and lies. Pray for God’s Spirit and His angels to fight the 
forces of wickedness and overcome. Pray for the Lord to reveal to you how you can join 
His side in the battle. 
 
ACT: Standing firm on the truth requires knowing the truth. Being prepared for spiritual 
battle means having God’s Word at the forefront of your mind and on the tip of your 
tongue the way that Jesus did when He was tempted in the wilderness. Using a 
concordance, look up Bible passages that address the spiritual battles you are having in 
your life right now. Then choose three or four (or 10 or 20) of them to memorize so you 
will always have them in your arsenal to help you stand firm when Satan attacks. 
 

 
i https://www.businessinsider.com/americas-weirdest-tourist-attractions-2016-1#cadillac-ranch-30 

http://www.navigators.org/resource/topical-memory-system
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